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 Comrades all; 

 First, I would like to thank 
you for electing me as your Presi-
dent once again. The reason I ran 
was because of my concern that 
time is running out for our Branch 
to live a long life. We have six 
years remaining on our present 
lease at 3500 Fallowfield Road at 
$18 per square foot [$8,210.84 
each month plus utilities]. We also 
have a five-year option on an ad-
ditional five years, but at what 
cost?  
 Recently I was talking with 
one of our mall neighbours as 
they were thinking of expanding 
their business and inquired about 
getting extra space to do this. 
They were informed by the mall 
owners that the extra space they 
wanted would cost $34 per square 
foot [$1,428.00] each month plus 
mall fees and utilities. If this is the 
case, our Branch would not be 
able to survive these increased 

costs now or in the future. 
 So we have a few choices 
and they are as follows; 
 Purchase the mall 
 Look for a new affordable loca-

tion 
 Try and get space across the 

mall on NCC land to build a 
new Legion 

 Amalgamate with another 
Branch 

 These are the choices as I 
see it and none look that good to 
me. So for my two cents worth, 
should we try and obtain some 
space across the road from NCC 
on a long term lease of 25 years? 
This will take a tremendous 
amount of work but I think it is 
doable if we all work and pull to-
gether. 
 We will need to do the fol-
lowing for a start; 
 Get all the service clubs that 

share our Legion to assist us 

 Get our three levels of gov-
ernment on side with us 

 Get the Barrhaven business 
community behind us 

 Get the entire Barrhaven 
population to support their 
Legion 

 Advertise in all the papers and 
media that we are fighting for 
the life of the Barrhaven 
Branch 641 of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion and explain just 
how valuable the Legion is 
and has been for the commu-
nity, veterans and their fami-
lies. 

 The sooner we all get 
started the better. If nothing else, 
we will go down with an extraor-
dinary fight for survival of our 
Branch. 
 
Ernie 
"Home of Heros- Past, Present 

& Future" 

 
:by President E.F. [Ernie] Hughes CD, KCSt.G 

This	issue	can	be	viewed	on	the	website	at	http://www.rcl641.ca/Documents/Advance_Vol_9_Issue_10.pdf	

 

WILSON, Edna M.  

WWII Veteran  

Leading Air Woman – RCAF  

At the Perley & Rideau Veterans’ Health Centre, on Tuesday, May 20, 2014 at the age of 92. Widow of 
Robert S. Wilson. Beloved mother of Bob (Michele) and John (Linda). Proud grandmother of Elizabeth 
(Sean), Heather, Curtis (Christina), Stephanie (Jonathon), Darren (Kim) and great-grandmother of Mary, 
Kaelyn and Juliet. Edna served overseas in London during the war and was subsequently President of the 
Lady Alexandra Branch and proud member and supporter of the Royal Canadian Legion Barrhaven 641 
Branch. She also authored her published war time experiences “Letters From London 1944-45.”  

M e m o r i a m  E o r u m  R e t i n e b i m u s  
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Annversaries  

 Will we in fact remember 
them? 

 This is a year of many sig-
nificant anniversaries including the 
100th since the beginning of World 
War I, the 75th since the start of 
WW11 and so on.  As I write, we 
have just completed the celebra-
tions surrounding the 70th anni-
versary of the Allied landing in 
Normandy on June 6, 1944. 

 While the activities are 
spectacular and the ceremonies 
very solemn and heart-wrenching, 
my eyes always turn to the faces 
of the surviving Veterans.  The 
“thin red line” grows thinner each 
passing year and most if not all of 
our WW11 and Korea Veterans will 
be gone in the next 15 years or 
so.  These are the men and 
women we call heroes and rightly 
so.  I always remember Ernest 
“Smokey” Smith VC remarking 
that his heroes are still over there 
– where they fell.  Having been 
born during WWII, I am im-
mensely aware of my own mortal-
ity as I lose countless friends and 
former colleagues. 

 As a Legionnaire, over ap-
proximately the last two decades I 
have spoken to many Veterans of 
World War II who have always 
said “once we’re gone – its over – 
no one will remember or even 
care about what we did in the 
prime of our youth.” My response 
was always that it wouldn’t be so, 
that we would always remember 
their sacrifice and the privileges 
we enjoy as a result.  I must ad-
mit today I’m not so sure.  My 
mind turns to those warriors of 
the Great War.  It’s only been a 
few years since we lost our last 
WW1 Veteran and we hardly talk 
about them!  When was the last 

time your Legion or Regi-
mental Association had an 
event to specifically remem-
ber WW1 or some of the 
critical battles.  For Canada 

that conflict was very much a 
coming of age as a nation.  I per-
sonally cannot think of one in our 
area.  So soon we forget and 
we promised “we will remem-
ber them”. 

 What about the survivors 
of World WW11?  I think our 
Branch has two or three (out of 
our approximately 500 mem-
bers).  Does that not shock you?  
Believe me when I say that it’s 
almost the same ratio for our Ko-
rea Veterans. These folks should 
hold “place of honour” at any 
event or activity we hold!  Often 
we even forget to invite them be-
cause they are not on an email or 
have problems with technology.  
Do I dare suggest that this is a 
lame excuse!  We need to make 
the kind of effort to get them in-
volved as they made for us in the 
face of the enemy.  There is no 
excuse.  It’s our duty to hon-
our them whatever it takes.  
It’s the very least we can do 
while we still have them with us.  
They are our Branch heroes.  If 
you don’t think so, come down to 
the Perley and Rideau Veterans 
Health Centre and walk the halls 
where over 250 WW11 and Korea 
Vets are being cared for.  Stare 
into their Display Cases just out-
side each room.  You will be 
more than touched; you will be in 
“tears.”  They were not an ordi-
nary generation; they were men 
and women who gave it all. 

 And still we have not 
mentioned our Canadian Armed 
Forces Veterans since 1954, the 
Peacekeepers and the Peacemak-
ers alike.  We know now just how 
much they gave because we hear 
and see it every day in the elec-
tronic and print media.  The hor-

rible cases of PTSD, physical 
wounds and health issues as a 
result of their service, not least 
of these are those who served in 
the Afghanistan Mission (over 
40,000 strong).  The result of 
that effort has brought us Veter-
ans  with more severe life threat-
ening and life changing wounds 
that we as a nation have ever 
experienced before.  Are we as 
a Branch doing our very best 
for them?  I think not.  Many 
of them, in fact most of our Ordi-
nary Members belong to this 
group.  Do they receive the re-
spect they deserve; do we do 
“special” events or activities for 
them?  They are your relatives, 
friends and neighbours.  Many of 
them are suffering greatly as a 
result of their service.  When was 
the last time you enquired about 
their health, made a special ef-
fort to engage them in conversa-
tion, or helped them personally in 
their quest to get the VAC bene-
fits and services to which they 
are entitled?  I would think pre-
cious few!  Why then did we join 
the Legion?  If it was just for fun 
and games and cheap drink – we 
are in the wrong place. 

 If we did not join to help 
Veterans and their dependents, 
to Remember them forever, to 
help youth and our Community, 
then we need to rethink our com-
mitment.  We will Remember 
Them and Lest we Forget are 
not empty phrases, they are 
the essence of who we are and 
we must hold them high when we 
plan anything at our Branch.  We 
have a sacred Mission and let no 
one ever say we did not fulfill our 
duty.  Let’s be very mindful as 
we celebrate and Remember dur-
ing all the special anniversary 
celebrations, those who made the 
sacrifice. 

Ray  

:by Chaplain Ray Desjardins 
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 I would like to thank the 
Past Presidents for their guidance 
this year. Not coming with a Mili-
tary back ground, it was difficult 
from time to time but it is always 
good when you have good people 
with experience backing you up. 
Thank you to my Executive. 

 Thanks also to Ed 
Schelenz. You have stepped up 
many times, most recently to take 
on the Bingo project that this 
Branch will be part of. It looks like 
it is in the final stage and that is 
great news for this branch. If any 
Members are still interested in 
helping, just contact Ed.  

 For the incoming President 
and Executive always remember 
why you are here. Not for yourself 

but for the betterment of the 
Branch and to service our Veter-
ans, we are all volunteers but we 
must all work together for a posi-
tive result! May I wish you con-
tinuing success and for those that 
are new I wish you all best.  As in 
the past I will support my new 
President. 

 I look forward to the next 
few years at our Branch as we 
continue our growth. Next year 
we will be celebrating our 10th 
year as a Branch. 

 I would to thank those 
Members and guests that came 
out to join us  for a Special  Na-
tional Honour Day that took place 
on May 9TH. This day was pro-
claimed  by our Prime Minister  

as the National day of Honour  
marking the end to the 12 year 
conflict in Afghanistan, in which 
40,000 men and women partici-
pated and 158 soldiers and four 
civilians lost their lives.  

 To our Members please 
remember this is your Branch 
and when possible come out and 
support the Friday night meals 
and entertainment.  

Dave Sereda 

 Past President R.C.L. Branch 
641 Barrhaven 

 

 

COMMRADES WOULD YOU PREFER TO RECEIVE YOUR COPY OF THE 
ADVANCE VIA EMAIL? 

If so Please contact our Secretary  

Kathy Johnston at: weasle1@rogers.com and get signed up. 

End the surprises, the being left out, the last to know. 

DO IT NOW, TODAY AND GET CURRENT. 
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COMRADES 

Your Branch is in need of an Editor to continue publishing our Local Newsletter,  

 

If you: 

 have basic computer skills and are comfortable working with any word 
 processing software. 

 enjoy being creative. 

 enjoy working alone as well as being part of a team. 

And you are interested in: 

 improving your publishing skills. 

 becoming more active in your input and support of your Branch. 

THEN THIS OPPORTUNITY IS FOR YOU. 

If you are presently a Member of Branch 641 and this has stimulated your 
interest in assuming this position, then please contact either: 

 President - Ernie Hughes - majorefhughes@rogers.com  

or 

 Public Relations Officer - Debi Sereda -debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 

   We can then arrange to meet with you, walk you through the 
process, the responsibilities, the Support and Assistance available to you and 
answer any question(s) you may have. 

Thanking you in advance, for                                      .  

YOUR BRANCH NEEDS 

YOU 
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Certificate of Appreciation Recipients 

:by Comrade Ed Schelenz 

Certificate of Merit Recipients 

Bert Boehme Doug Mason 

Jim Duff John McDonald 

Keith Sinclair 
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May and June 2014 Newly Initiated Members 
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:by Comrade Danny Desmarais 

John McDonald 

Amanda Fuchs 

Harold Westendrop 

Dean Marta Stephane Guy 

Jean C Czupryniak 

Aarin Masson 

Marilyn Convoy 

William Shakle 

Chandra Arya 

(Continued next page) 
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Chantale Brais Cynthia Bartraw Karen Dudka Barry Baker 

Frank Imbleau Debra Steele John Mullen Stephen Dudka 
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Alan Hendewich Jean May Fong Bev Mayhew Andrea Steenbakkers 

May and June 2014 Newly Initiated Members 
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Madeline Quang from Long-
fields-Davidson Heights Pub-
lic School: 2nd Place District 
G Intermediate Colour 
Poster.  

Selena Quang from Adrienne 
Clarkson Public School: 1st 
Place District G Junior Colour 
Poster and 2nd Place Ontario 
Provincial Junior Colour 
Poster. 

Jessica Mendoza from Mother 
Teresa Catholic School: 1st 
Place District G Senior Colour 
Poster and 3rd Place Ontario 
Provincial Senior Colour 
Poster.  

Ty Campbell from St. An-
drews Catholic School: 2nd 
Place District G Primary B&W 
Poster. 

Elizabeth Lackey from Mother 
Teresa Catholic School: 2nd 
Place District G Senior B&W 
Poster. 

2014 
District and Provincial Poster Contest Winners  :by Bert Boehme 
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Branch 641’s Volunteer Bingo Teams 

l to r Danny and Monique Desmarais, Maureen Wheeler, Ross Kerr  

l to r Joyce Barr, Cathy Pearen, Ellie and Ed Schelenz  
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CLEANING THE CAPITAL 
SATURDAY May 3, 2014 

 
 Comrades from RCL Barrhaven, Branch 641, gathered to clean our adopted roadway.  It was the 
biggest turnout since we started cleaning our adopted portion of Ottawa six years ago. A great job by 
all participants. The weather turned out better than expected, and everyone pitched in to make our bi-
annual clean-up a success.  The following pictures show our comrades in action. 

 

(Continued next page) 

:by Comrade Ed Schelenz 
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 Ontario Volunteer Service Awards  
 

On Friday, June 6, 2014 nine members of Branch 641 received the Ontario Volunteer Service Award. 
The Nominations come from our Honours and Awards Committee. The Awards are based on two cate-
gories: Adult and Youth. The Adult is based on five years of Volunteering and the Youth for one year. 

Congratulations to all. 

Left to  Right 

Front Row-Debi Sereda ,  John O’ Halloran , Sheila Sielatycki , Dave Lee 

Back Row – Amanda Fuchs, Catie Cole, Charlotte Cole. 

Missing Jim Duff, and Stu Blais 
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Join us at the Branch 
Clubhouse for an evening of 

fun and prizes 

Every Thursday  
Start time  7:00 p.m. 

  Everyone is welcome! For 
more information contact 

Sharron at: 

613 825 3203 

 

 

   
BARRHAVEN  

FUN DART LEAGUE   
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Play Darts every Wednesday  

Start time 7:30 p.m. 

at our Clubhouse (Branch 641)  

 

Everyone is welcome 

No experience necessary 

Reconnect with old friends 

 and make new ones when 

 you play with this bunch!!  

For more information call: 
  Branch at: 613-843-8691 

Terry at 613-823-1462 
or 

Naz at 613-799-8601 

Memorial Bricks for the Barrhaven Legion 
If you would like to be a part of the past, present and future of the Barrhaven Legion, it’s as 

easy as purchasing a Memorial Brick. These Bricks will be engraved with your name and 
mounted on the Wall of Honour at our Branch.  

Available in three different denominations:  

                   = $  250.00 

                    = $   500.00 

                     = $1,000.00 

These Memorial Bricks are also a wonderful way to honour the memory of a family member. 

 For more information on how to purchase a Memorial Brick, please contact  

Ross Stephen at  

mr.stephen@sympatico.ca  

or at the Branch 613-843-8691. 

Copper 

Silver 

Gold 

  Wall  of  Honour  

Sorry
 Folks 

CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 

Check
 Back

 in
 September 

2014 

mailto:d.stamand@sympatico.ca�
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Landry  Vanier  
BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS & NOTARIES  PUBLIC 

 

 ROD A. VANIER B.A. LL.B. 

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR & NOTARY PUBLIC 

90 Centrepointe Drive,               Bus: (613) 226-3336 

Ottawa, ON                                  Res: (613) 723-3051 

K2G 6B1                                      Fax : (613) 226-8767 

 E-Mail: vanier@vanierlaw.on.ca 

1516 Merivale Road, Ottawa, Ontario K2G 3J6 
Comrade Doug Mason, Prop. 

masonrichards@nfc.ca        www.masonrichards.net 

 

3777 Strandherd Dr, Nepean (613 843 9413) 
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SELLING? 

Call these guys! 

613-235-CREP (2737) 
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YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PUB 

250 Greenbank Road, at Hunt Club Rd. W. 

(613) 820-2969  - www.pjquigleys.com 

Open Daily at 11:30 am 

Weekend Breakfast - 

7:30 am -  2:00 pm 

 
BARRHAVEN AUTO CENTRE 

Car Repairs & Service 
890 Greenbank Road 

Nepean, ON 

  

 613-825-1831 
    GREG OGILVIE       
 (Owner) 

 

Gisèle Grenier Miller 
(CRTS) 

613-294-6611 
info@alteredspaces-alteredlives.ca 

613-825-7913 

* Snow Removal 

        * Landscaping 

               * Lawn Care 
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CCCOMRADESOMRADESOMRADES 

Don’t forget to report any changes to your email/postal address, 
or your telephone number(s) to the Membership Chair, Danny 

Desmarais, at: 

dan.desmarais@rogers.com  
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