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Chairman.  
   Keeping with the theme of 
volunteers, I noticed that 
committees are already 
planning for different events 
and the one that has already 
started is the Poppy 
Committee.   
   I remind all comrades of the 
oath they took, “to promote the 
work of the organization 
including active participation in 
the Poppy campaign.”   
   By supporting our Poppy 
Campaign, it helps us to 
succeed in reaching the 
Legion’s Mission Statement   
–  To serve members and their 

 

 d e p e n d a n t s .  P r o m o t e 
Remembrance  and act in the 
service of  Canada and its 
Communities 
   I hope to see you all at the 
Branch and let’s make this 
another successful year for 
Barrhaven, Branch 641. 
 
Volunteers make it work! 

Ed 
E.R. (Ed) Schelenz, CD 
 
President, RCL Barrhaven 
Br. 641 
H - 613-843-1088 
C - 613-371-6634 

  Ed Schelenz 

Comrades all: 
   Let me start by thanking 
our Past President Gus and 
his committee for having 
done a great job and 
keeping our Branch on the 
right track to success.    
   I know that Gus would be 
the first to tell you that it 
wasn’t just him and his 
committee that made the 
past year a success, but all 
the volunteers that contribute 
daily, proving that his motto 
“Teamwork gets the job 
done!” has certainly proven 
to be correct. 
    I’m in the fortunate 
position of having all of our 
Past Presidents still very 
active within our Branch, and 
they all still volunteer much 
of their time to the Branch.  I 
know we can count on them 
to let me know if there are 
things that can be done in a 
better way.      
   We continue to grow 
without ever having had an 
official recruiting program. 
This shows that the 
membership must be doing a 
great job in passing on the 
information to their friends, 
on what a great branch this 
is to be a member of. 
   I thank all the members 
that stepped up and were 
willing to run for office, and 
those that volunteered to 
take on an appointment. This 
willingness to get involved 
shows that they were not 
only ready to talk the talk; 
but ready to walk the walk.                    
Many members of your 
executive are repeating and  

activities flowing smoothly.                            
   All are volunteers and their 
contribution is appreciated.   
In the above paragraphs, I 
have used the word 
“volunteer” five times and it 
is a word I use a lot in 
discussions at the branch.  
“Volunteers make it work” is 
true throughout our society 
and very much so in the 
Royal Canadian Legion, 
Barrhaven, Branch 641.  We 
could not be where we are 
today without the comrades 
that give of their time so that 
we can all enjoy the time we 
spend at our Branch.                     
Having reached a state of 
success at our Branch, we 
should not stop volunteering.                                                                      
If you are currently a 
volunteer, thank you, and 
please keep it up.  If you 
have been a volunteer in the 
p a s t ,  t h i n k  a b o u t 
volunteering again.  If you 
are a comrade that has 
thought about volunteering, 
please step up and talk to 
any  of  our cur rent 
volunteers, any member of 
the executive, or talk to me 
and we will get you started.   
If you are not afraid of a mop 
or vacuum, we can use your 
help.  Keeping our Branch 
clean is a high priority and 
we need your help.  If  you 
are willing to  help  contact 
Tom  Lamb,  our  Housing  

The President’s Corner  
some are 
trying out 
new duties 
and some  
of them are 
new, giving 
it their best 
to keep all 

 
 
 

                                                                 
Convention 2012, Halifax, NS  

 
The major governing body of the Legion is the 
Dominion Convention which convenes every two 
years. The Dominion Executive Council (DEC), made 
up of representatives from each of the Provincial 
Commands, meets twice a year when Dominion 
Convention is not in session. In the period between 
meetings of the DEC, the Legion is run by the Sub-
Executive Committee made up of the Legion officers 
elected at the Dominion Convention. Sub-Executive 
members chair the Legion's Dominion committees 
which include Veterans Service and Seniors, 
Constitution and Laws, Youth, Poppy and 
Remembrance, Membership, Defence, Sports and 
Unity. 

The 44th Dominion Convention was  held in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, during the period 09 – 13 June 2012.   

Representing Barrhaven Branch 641, were: 
Comrades Ed Schelenz,  Ernie Hughes, Jim Duff, 
Kathy Johnston, Gord Ley and Gus Este. Their report 
will be in the July Issue of the ADVANCE. 

http://www.rcl641.ca


Reflections by Chaplain Ray Desjardins 

 Page 2                          The Advance                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Comment 

Knowing that, my 
message to you is 
simply this:  Remember 
those you have assisted 
this year, and as you 
enjoy summertime, keep 
up with your joy of giving 
and the assistance you 
have provided.  And 
please remember your 
comrades – there are 
many among us who are 
in need of support and 
comfort, or maybe an 
invite to a BBQ or pool 
party.  Let’s not lose our 
way.  Let’s remember 
those who can use our 
care and compassion. 
 
God Bless you all this 
Summer.  May you have 
the opportunity to rest 
and refresh so that when 
September comes, we 
are ready to leap into our 
Fall activities with 
e x c i t e m e n t  a n d 
anticipation of yet 
another great year for 
Branch 641. 
 
In comradeship!  Ray 
       

 
 

  

Reflections 
As Summer 

Starts –  
be Aware 

The sun is shining, we 
are beginning to feel the 
warmth of Summer.  All 
thoughts, activities and 
actions turn to taking a 
break, going on holidays 
and just laying back and 
relaxing as the world 
drifts by.  I hate to burst 
the bubble, but in our 
community, the various 
needs that have to be 
met, on a year round 
basis, just don’t go away.   
 
People who are in trouble 
financially, or need help 
to supplement their 
weekly food cupboard, or 
young people who can’t 
afford the things we take 
for granted, or families 
who are in distress – 
guess what?  They are 
still there and they still 
require support.  In fact 
statistics show that as we 
get distracted, the need 
actually becomes greater 
– ask the Barrhaven Food 
Cupboard, the folks who 
run the Mission or the 
Shepherds of Good 
Hope, or even local 
churches. 
  

Given the last election and the new executive—all I 
can say is keep your seatbelts fastened. (See Page 1). 
                                                                                 
This Branch 641 - is pushing the boundaries and can 
only continue if the high degree of commitment, 
participation and volunteerism is maintained and 
expanded.  Our positive community profile and 
involvement is critical. Please note that Gus Este has 
agreed to be a co-editor, which of course he always 
was, and so we make improvements. 
 
Many of the advertizers have even offered to provide 
their services at our Branch—all you need to do is 
indicate what is needed, We have been blessed with 
wonderful community partners  including  provincial 
and federal members that really “get it.” 
 
We have a ‘dream’ 
 

Member Profile 
 

This months profile of our members is that of 
Comrade Gordon Ley, Past-President.  
 
I’m sad to say that the profiles of other members may 
be absent for awhile as there have been no new 
‘volunteers.’ Remember - this is your Legion and 
knowing the history and the stories of those around 
you can enhance one’s appreciation of the experience. 
 
This is not a section for any one group but for all 
members - WE would love to hear ‘Your Story.’ 
 
New Contributors. 
 
   This month on page seven, Cst. Timothy Murray of 
the OPS (CPC) has graciously agreed to submit 
articles of interest on a monthly basis beginning this 
month. Our thanks to the Chief of the OPS and Krista 
Ferraro -  Corporate Communications Specialist for 
giving us his time and insights. 
   Additionally, various  senior officers from the RCMP 
will also eventually be sharing their perspectives on a 
variety of topics of their own choice. They do seem to 
be a ‘tad’ preoccupied these days. 
 
Stamp of the Month 
 (Remembering 1812):   

 
 

 



 
 

 
   
                        What’s in store for you?    
 

Our Advertisers support us -  Please support them!   
(For details on ad space Contact: Comrade Jon F. Klaus <jonfklaus@rogers.com>) 

Landry  Vanier 

     BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS & NOTARIES  PUBLIC 
                                     
                                   ROD A. VANIER, B.A., LL.B. 
                             BARRISTER, SOLICITOR 
                             & NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
   90 Centrepointe Drive,                        Bus: (613) 226-3336 
   Ottawa, ON                                             Res:  (613) 723-3051 
   K2G 6B1                                             Fax : (613) 226-8767 
 

 E-Mail: vanier@vanierlaw.on.ca 

Bin Shoppin' Garden Centre 
Cook & Table Meals To Go 
Deal Zone NaturalValue 
DRUGStore Pharmacy Organic Produce 
Farmer's Market PC Meat Shop 
Flower Market PC Mobile  

3777 Strandherd Drive, Nepean    (613) 843-9413   
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Todays Poem 
Submitted by Gus Este 

       A Poem, so True 
 
He was getting old and 
paunchy  
And his hair was falling fast,  
And he sat around the 
Legion,  
Telling stories of the past.  
   Of a war that he once 
fought in  
And the deeds that he had 
done,  
In his exploits with his 
buddies;  
They were heroes, every one.  
   And though sometimes to 
his neighbors  
His tales became a joke,  
All his buddies listened 
quietly  
For they knew where of he 
spoke.  
   But we'll hear his tales no 
longer,  
For ol' Joe has passed away,  
And the world's a little 
poorer  
For a Soldier died today.  
   He won't be mourned by 
many,  
Just his children and his 
wife.  
For he lived an ordinary,  
Very quiet sort of life.  
   He held a job and raised a 
family,  
Going quietly on his way;  
And the world won't note his 
passing,  
'Tho a Soldier died today.  
   When politicians leave this 
earth,  
Their bodies lie in state,  
While thousands note their 
passing,  
And proclaim that they were 
great.  
   Papers tell of their life 
stories  
From the time that they were 
young  
But the passing of a Soldier  
Goes unnoticed, and 
unsung.  
   Is the greatest contribution  
To the welfare of our land,  

   Some jerk who breaks his 
promise  
And cons his fellow man?  
 Or the ordinary fellow  
Who in times of war and strife,  
Goes off to serve his country  
And offers up his life?  
   The politician's stipend  
And the style in which he 
lives,  
Are often disproportionate,  
To the service that he gives.  
   While the ordinary Soldier,  
Who offered up his all,  
Is paid off with a medal  
And perhaps a pension, small.  
   It is not the politicians  
With their compromise and 
ploys,  
Who won for us the freedom  
That our country now enjoys.  
   Should you find yourself in 
danger,  
With your enemies at hand,  
Would you really want some 
cop-out,  
With his ever waffling stand?  
   Or would you want a Soldier  
His home, his country, his kin,  
Just a common Soldier,  
Who would fight until the end.  
   He was just a common 
Soldier,  
And his ranks are growing 
thin,  
But his presence should 
remind us  
We may need his likes again.  
   For when countries are in 
conflict,  
We find the Soldier's part  
Is to clean up all the troubles  
That the politicians start.  
   If we cannot do him honour  
While he's here to hear the 
praise,  
Then at least let's give him 
homage  
At the ending of his days.  
  Perhaps just a simple 
headline  
In the paper that might say:  
"OUR COUNTRY IS IN 
MOURNING,  
A SOLDIER DIED TODAY."  

 

 
 
 
 
Executive Meetings are  held on the 1st Monday of the month 
at 7 PM. 
 
General meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
also at 7 PM, except during July and August. 
 
The deadline for submissions for The Advance are the 15th of 
the month. Members can submit articles they feel that are of 
interest. 
 
The Branch Calendar of Events is published and updated on 
the RCL 641 Website.  www.rcl641.ca 
 
Note that reservations for the Friday night dinners can be made 
by calling the Branch at 613-843-8691 (No messages please).  
Reservations must be made by 15:30 on Thursday.  Dinner 
will be served from 17:15—18:30. 

Branch information 

 

Did You Know 
 
That you can renew your membership for one, two or up 
to five years? 
 
Please renew now as a significant number of 
memberships have not been renewed and this, of 
course means that your standing is affected especially 
related to voting. 

     RENEW NOW 

http://www.rcl641.ca
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1516  Merivale Road                     
Ottawa, Ontario K2G 3J6    

 (Comrade Doug Mason) 

 
 
 
 

          
 

 

 

    

FROM THE SPORTS DESK 

 BRANCH 641 ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 
It is not too early to be thinking about golf  
season. The planning has already started  
for our sixth annual  Barrhaven Branch 641 Golf 
tournament.  

This year it will be Friday, August 17, at Cedarhill Golf & Country 
Club. Signup sheets are in the Clubhouse. 
 
If anybody wishes details about this event they can  
contact me directly.     (See Page 9). 
                               davidsereda@rogers.com 

 
EUCHRE  

Play continues all 
summer long in 
the Clubhouse. 

 Start time  7:00 p.m. 
   
       You’re all welcome! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BMO Support Our Troops 
MasterCard 

      ANNUAL  
    MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 

 
                            Our Annual Mother's Day Breakfast was served 
    to   a  sold out crowd on Sunday  May 13 .                            
               The Special  Events/Hospitality Crew with the 
assistance of Darrell Bartraw and sidekick Randy prepared a 
lovely feast of Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, Home Fries, Sausage 
and Bacon to more than 126 people. Special thanks goes out to 
Grant Webb and his crew from The Works for cooking our 
delicious Home Fries for us and The Court at Barrhaven 
Retirement Residence for cooking our Bacon and Sausage. We 
even had a champagne and orange juice fountain. It was a great 
day enjoyed by all. 
   We had an amazing team of volunteers who had everything 
running smoothly. Thank you Cathy Pearen, Joyce Barr, Ellie 
Schelenz, Dave Cole, Ken Blomquist, Doug Mason, Sandy 
Maveety, Tom Curley & Chrissy Maveety. You are the best. 

Kathy Blomquist 
Special Events/Hospitality Chair 

mailto:davidsereda@rogers.com
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On Sunday, May 27, 2012, the following members of RCL Barrhaven, BR 641 attended the RCSCC 
Falkland Review at HMCS Carleton: our President Gus Este, the Cadet Liaison Officer Ed Schelenz 
and the next Cadet Liaison Officer Chris Fuchs.  The ceremonies, competitions and awards were 
enjoyed by all. 

                                     
On the left, Ed Schelenz presented the  Royal Canadian Legion Cadet Medal of Excellence to the 
Coxswain,  CPO1 S. Hodgins.  On the right Gus Este presented $2000.00 
on behalf of Barrhaven Branch 641, to CPO1 Hodgins and the CO Lt (N) 
Clute. 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
The following pictures are of the parade and competitions held. 



                           The Advance                      Page  7                            

 

 
 
 

 
 
With the fair weather finally having arrived and each day warmer than the next, I’ve noticed a spike in residents 
expressing concern about problems in their local parks.  The issues being raised range from littering, broken glass 
and loitering.  However, the majority of complaints have to do with youths brazenly smoking drugs in plain view of 
children and parents. 
 
   Although I’ve received second and third hand complaints about chronic issues in specific parks, the reality is that it 
is rarely reported to police.  If you are spending time in a park and a group of people spark up marijuana, I am asking 
you please call the police to have these people dealt with accordingly under the law.   
 
   The impression I have is that the good residents of Barrhaven begrudgingly tolerate this behaviour while it is taking 
place and then raise their concern after the fact.  I need residents to start calling the police immediately, so as to not 
only deal with the immediate situation, but to dissuade the law breakers from returning. 
 
   The reason why I’m asking residents to call the police when they observe criminal acts or suspicious situations, is 
because the Ottawa Police Service relies on the community to let us know where our resources and services are 
needed.  
 
   I’ll tell you right now that the absolute vast majority of young people are upstanding citizens and are a genuine asset 
to our communities.  The people that I’m talking about represent a tiny minority, who through their choices, negatively 
affect a large number of people from being able to freely enjoy public space. 
 
   We all have a vested interest in keeping our parks clean and safe for everyone to enjoy.   The Ottawa Police Service 
wants to help keep the parks clean and safe, so please give us a call using the numbers below; 
 

9-1-1 for life threatening emergencies or crimes in progress. 

613-230-6211 other emergencies.  

613-236-1222 ext 7300 to report thefts, property damage, driving complaints, missing persons or 
stolen property. 

311 For any by-law issue or any general city enquiry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘On our Watch’ with Cst. Timothy P. Murray of the OPS. 
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Community-Inter-Branch/Association/Club activities  

 
  

 

 

 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 641 Barrhaven 

 
Sixth Annual Branch 641 Golf Tournament 

Cedarhill Golf and Country Club 
 Friday August 17, 2012 

 

Putting contest at 11 a.m. - Shot-gun start at 12:30 p.m. 
 

$90 for any Legion Member in good standing 
$100 for non-members 

Includes 18 holes of golf, cart, dinner  
and lots of great prizes!  

 

                             Payment must be received upon sign up at the bar. 
                 
                 Also for our upcoming golf tournament, the committee is looking for  
                            volunteers. If you can help out please contact Linda 
                                either by phone at (613) 286-3842, or e-mail at: 
                                                    drumplummom@live.ca 

 

David Sereda 
davidsereda@rogers.com 

Prize donations are always welcomed 

 

mailto:drumplummom@live.ca
mailto:davidsereda@rogers.com
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Comrades in Arms at Barrhaven Branch  641                                                                                       

    
 
 
   Gord Ley was born in Sydney, Nova Scotia. He joined the Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical 
(RCEME) Branch of the Army in 1957 under the Apprentice Soldier Training Program. The program 
consisted of two years training in Military, Academics and Technical trades training at the RCEME School in 
Barriefield (Kingston) Ontario. On completion of High School and Electrical Trade training he was posted to 
202 Base Workshop in Montreal PQ to attain practical trades training which included complete rebuild of 
Centurion Battle Tanks. This experience was to define most of his later-year military career.  
 
   With his technical and military qualifications upgraded Gord was sent to serve with the United Nations 
Emergency Force in the Gaza Strip, Egypt. The highlight of this experience was the training of all UN 
contingents on the maintenance of portable power generation equipment. 
 
   His next posting was to Camp Petawawa, serving with the Field Engineer Squadron - with occasional 
yearly excursions to CFB Gagetown for summer camping trips in the wilds of lovely New Brunswick.  At this 
time Gord wrote and passed his Group 4 Artificer  exams which qualified him to attend the highest trade 
qualification course in the trade. He was then posted to Iserlone, Germany with the LDSH (RC) Armoured 
Regiment, once again repairing battle tanks. Next came a posting to the RCEME school to attend the six 
month Artificer course. 
 
    Subsequent postings included CFB Valcartier and CFB Borden where Gord was employed as a Trades 
Standard Writer developing training courses for all levels of trades training. In 1979 on promotion to Chief 
Warrant Officer Gord was posted to National Defence Headquarters in Ottawa as Life Cycle Materiel 
Technical Adviser on the then new Leopard Main Battle Tank fleet. This employment involved extensive 
travel to other countries such as Germany. Belgium, Italy and Australia with visits to most Canadian Forces 
Bases in Canada and Europe. 
 
On retirement from the CF Gord joined Valcom Consulting Group in Ottawa as Manager of the Land 
Engineering division and spent a successful 20 year second career with that Company while maintaining his 
association with the Military community. 
 
   Gord has been a member of the Royal Canadian Legion for 38 years serving in most Executive positions 
including Past President of Branch 641, and Member of the 2012 Zone G5 Council.   
He was extremely active in Legion sports participating in up to provincial level darts,  
horseshoes, euchre and cribbage. His pastimes include providing entertainment to  
veterans especially at the Perley-Rideau Healthcare Centre. 
 
   Gord has four children with his first wife Shirley:  Evelyn, Gordon, Donald, and Janet-  
nine grand children and five great grandchildren. Gord was widowed from his second                                  
wife Dorothy in 2011. 

Comrade Gordon Ley 



 

Our Advertisers support us -  Please support them!   
(For details on ad space Contact: Comrade Jon F. Klaus <jonfklaus@rogers.com>) 

 
  

SELLING? Call these guys! 

 235-CREP (2737) 

 
 
* Snow Removal 
        * Landscaping 
               * Lawn Care 

  613-825-7913 

 
YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 

YOUR PUB  

250 Greenbank Road, at Hunt Club Rd. W. 
(613) 820-2969  - www.pjquigleys.com 

Open Daily at 11:30 am 
Weekend Breakfast - 
7:30 am -  2:00 pm 

 
 

BARRHAVEN AUTO CENTRE 
   
 
                                                                                                            
 

890 Greenbank Road 
Nepean, ON                                                                                                         

 
     613-825-1831 
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    GREG OGILVIE       
 (Owner) 

 
Gisèle Grenier Miller 

(CRTS) 
613-294-6611 

info@alteredspaces-
alteredlives.ca 

mailto:<jonfklaus@rogers.com>)
http://www.pjquigleys.com
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    The Memorial Cross, or "Silver Cross" as it is more commonly known, was                    
    first authorized for presentation by P.C. 2374 of December 1, 1919. This order 
    approved the issue of a Memorial Cross to the mothers and widows of             
    Canadian sailors and soldiers who lost their lives during the war (World War 
    I) or whose deaths subsequent to  discharge were considered attributable to 
    active service. 
  
By P.C. 4210 of August 27, 1940, the issue of the Cross was authorized "as a memento” of personal 
loss and sacrifice on the part of Mothers and Widows of sailors, soldiers and airmen who have laid 
down their lives for their country during the present war" (World War II). 
  
On March 28, 1941, by P.C. 2135, this was extended to cover merchant seamen who lost their lives 
through enemy action or whose subsequent death is attributable to War Service.  
  
As a result of the outbreak of hostilities in Korea, P.C. 5812 of December 5, 1950 was passed 
broadening the application of the regulations to include those "who are killed in action, or who die in 
proceeding to or returning from an area of hostilities outside of Canada or who die of causes 
attributable to service in such areas, in consequence of any action undertaken by  Canada under the 
United Nations Charter, the North Atlantic Treaty or any other instrument for collective defence that 
may be entered into by Canada." 
  
In 1952, two changes were made in the Cross itself. As a result of the accession to the throne of 
Queen Elizabeth II, the Royal Cipher in the centre of the Cross was changed to "E II R". At the same 
time, a brooch bar was added from which the cross itself is suspended. The brooch bar is the same 
size at either end but without the Royal Cipher, and is equipped with pin and safety-catch fastening. A 
length of purple ribbon is still issued with the cross; however, in the event that its wear as a neckpiece 
is preferred. 
 
By an Order in Council entitled 2006-0424 of 19 May, 2006, Her Excellency the Governor General of 
Canada in Council, on the recommendation of the Minister of National Defence, ordered that the 
Memorial Cross, as previously described, be issued as a memento of personal loss and sacrifice to 
Jason Norman Beam, widower of Captain Nichola Goddard of Shilo, Manitoba, who was killed 
during actions in Afghanistan.  
  
The Barrhaven Branch 641 has each year, since 2005, created by convention, an Honourary Silver 
Cross Mother position, who during the annual Remembrance Day parade and memorial ceremony, 
lays a wreath in behalf of all mothers, or next-of-kin, of Canadian Forces members who lost their lives 
while serving their country, as well in recognition of all Comrades who have  passed away since 
November 11th of the previous year. 


