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We are now into the Fall, with many  
major upcoming activities and events.  
Importantly, we are gearing up for the  
Poppy Campaign, and I would ask all  
members to get involved – volunteer  
at one of the stores helping to  
distribute poppies and attend the  
Remembrance Ceremony on  
November 11 at John McCrae H.S. followed by a 
reception at our Legion Hall. I would also 
encourage you to come out to our Veteran's dinner 
to be held November 4. 
 
I wish to announce that Cmrd Darrell Bartraw has 
resigned as the Chair of Hospitality, Special 
Events, and Entertainment Committees so that he 
might devote the necessary time to his many other 
demanding volunteer activities. He has over the 
past several years led and devoted endless hours 
to this branch and organized numerous successful 
events that has enlivened and enriched this branch 
and put it on the map in Barrhaven. His efforts are 
nothing short of outstanding and are very much 
appreciated. On behalf of all the members of 
Branch 641, I thank him for the support and 
leadership he has provided, and I look forward to 
him continuing to serve our community in an 
outstanding fashion.  
 
Cmrd Angele Guy has volunteered to assume the 
Hospitality Committee responsibilities and I ask 
that you support her as she assumes that new role. 
That leaves the Chairs of Entertainment and Ways 
and Means vacant – notice has been distributed. If 
you have the time and interest, consider 
volunteering for either of these positions – we need 
your support.  
 
The Zone G5 Convention on September 10, 2017 
at Bells Corners Branch was well represented by 
members of your executive. These gatherings bring 
zone senior reps together in an informal and formal 
manner that ensures we continue to work together 
to achieve common goals in support of our 
members, vets and community.  
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This we achieved in a number of areas, including 
the Youth Program and support of the Rideau 
Perley. 
 
The Community Open House celebrating Legion 
Week was held on Saturday, September 23 from 
noon to 4 p.m. First, thanks to Tom Lamb and his 
tear-out team for getting the carpet replaced so 
quickly – what a positive difference it made to the 
appearance of the Hall. 
 
I wish to also thank Cmrd Darrell Bartraw who 
organized the event and everyone who 
participated. Although only an estimated 20 non-
members attended, with about 40 members 
dropping in over the course of the afternoon, the 
branch put on an excellent show, with displays, 
information, food and entertainment, and the 
unveiling of our new military heritage display. The 
event also drew our two councillors, MPP, MP and 
an RCMP rep to the event. 
 
A special thank you must also go out to the “Bingo” 
Team led by Cmrd Ed Schelenz, which raised now 
in excess of $100,000 and distributed back to the 
community almost $87,000 since starting several 
years ago. What an achievement that has made a 
positive difference to our community. 
 
I would add that an arrangement with Bridlewood 
Home Hardware, Kanata is finalized. They are 
offering 3 per cent back to our Branch on pre-tax 
sales made by members of our Branch. Members 
of the Branch just need to identify themselves at 
time of check-out.  
 
Remember, this is your Legion. Come out and 
enjoy. 
 
Bert Boehme 
Supporting Veterans and Community 
 
 

 

http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html
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As this edition goes to press, we will have enjoyed Thanksgiving.   
I pray that you, your family and friends, all took the time to gather  
together and give thanks for the harvest. That has been the tradition 
for many years in Canada. Christians not only give thanks for the season but usually 
add thanking God for his many blessings in our life. Ralph Waldo Emerson put it this 
way. “We did not make ourselves. We did not make the things that give us pleasure.  
Praise is the acknowledgement that whatever good belongs to the mind, has its 
source in God.” We are truly blessed to be Canadians, no matter how we got here 
and I can assure you that it was not by chance, but by design. 
 
We are also on the eve of our Remembrance activity and the Poppy Campaign.  
What a match, we have just spent time giving thanks for the bounty the Lord has 
provided and now the period when we give thanks to all who have served and those 
who have paid the Supreme Sacrifice is upon us. It’s an obvious extension of the  
Thanksgiving season to be honouring so many who have given so much for us – the 
beneficiaries of their service. In my role as your Chaplain, it is easy to see what is 
coming. Quite possibly within my lifetime there will be no WW11 and Korean War 
Veterans to honour. Our children and grandchildren will not see either of these 
members of the “greatest generation.” Being a part of our annual Poppy Campaign 
should not only be just a duty, because of the oath you swore at the time of your 
initiation, but something you do out of the thankfulness for those who served and 
sacrificed on your behalf. We all should want to help because we care and want to be 
able to continue the Remembrance of them and what they fought for. I hope this year 
that “Lest we Forget” and “We will remember Them” are just not words but 
meaningful and resonate in your hearts. God bless you all. 
 
In His Service 
 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Branch 641 Chaplain 
 

 

REFLECTIONS –  
October 2017 – Giving Thanks and Remembrance 
 

Ray Desjardins 
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September General Meeting Presentations 
 

President Bert Boehme presents a cheque 
for $10,000 to Brenda Rothwell, Vice 
President of Philanthropy, University of 
Ottawa Heart Institute Foundation 

President Bert Boehme presents the Exceptional 
Service Award to Chris Kimball to recognize his work 
with the community and support of the Barrhaven Legion 

President Bert Boehme presents a Certificate of 
Appreciation to Chris Bartraw 

President Bert Boehme presents the  Sovereign's Medal 
for Volunteers to David Rattray. David elected to have this 
medal presented by the Legion. 

https://www.gg.ca/document.aspx?id=16147&lan=eng
https://www.gg.ca/document.aspx?id=16147&lan=eng
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President Bert Boehme presents the 20-year Legion pin to 
Life Member Kathy Johnston 
 
President Bert Boehme presents the 40-year Legion pin to 
Brian Hassall 
 

President Bert Boehme presents the 30-year Legion pin to 
Life Member Gus Este (above) and the 40-year Legion pin 
to Ian Newman (below) 

President Bert Boehme presents the 10-year 
Legion pin to Kelly Ross 
 

President Bert Boehme presents the 20-year 
Legion pin to Life Member Ray Desjardins 
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Mike O’Beirne (Supt, RCMP) dropped by and was greeted 
by President Bert Boehme  
 

The Barrhaven Fiddleheads entertained our guests 

President Bert Boehme and his wife Alice were joined by 
Councillor Jan Harder and Angele and Stéphane Guy 

Past President Dave Sereda, Past President Gus Este 
and Sergeant at Arms, Serge Peters, greeted guests 
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Comrades Terry Claessen and Dwayne Hordij and 
President Bert Boehme greeted MPP Chandra Arya 
and Jan Harder at the unveiling of the Tribute to the 
Canadian Army 

MPP Chandra Arya and Jan Harder unveiled the 
Tribute to the Canadian Army, created by Comrades 
Terry Claessen and Dwayne Hordij 
 

Thanks to the hard work of our  
volunteers, Valour Hall looked splendid  
at our Open House on September 23.  
Brand new carpets set the scene and all  
the displays finished the look. 
 
A number of people dropped in and had a 
 tour of our Branch and learned about  
what we do to support Veterans and their 
families as well as youth and  
organizations in our community. 
 
We had a draw for new memberships and the lucky winners were Dean Sackett and 
Judie Beazley It was a great afternoon. 
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Branch 641 Colour Party is looking for new recruits. The Colour Party is a group 
of members who proudly represent the Royal Canadian Legion and the branch in 
the community.  
  
Colour Party members wear Legion dress and parade the branch colours at 
general meetings, ceremonies such as Remembrance Day, the anniversary of 
the Battle of Vimy Ridge, celebrations of life in honour of deceased members and 
Veterans as well as a variety of community events such as the Barrhaven Santa 
Claus parade. Volunteering for this role is a great way for members to meet new 
friends and get involved in their community.   
  
No experience is required, as members will be provided with training that 
addresses basic drill movements, flag  
protocol and flag drills.  
  
To join the Colour Party or for more  
information, please contact me by  
e-mail 641rclsergeant@gmail.com 
 
Serge Peters 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

 
 
 

mailto:641rclsergeant@gmail.com
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT to Legion Members 

Branch 641 Barrhaven has joined the 
Bridlewood Home Hardware Community 
Partnership Program. 

What does that mean: Branch 641 will receive 
3 per cent back on pre-tax sales made by 
members of our branch.  

How does it work: Members of the branch just 
need to identify themselves at time of check-out 
as being a member of the Barrhaven Legion 
(you’re your Legion card!) and every several month's the Branch will 
receive the rebate. 

Where to go: Bridlewood Home Hardware is located at 90 Michael 
Cowpland Dr., Kanata, K2M 1P6 

 

 

To read  

“This Is Who  

We Are,”  

please 

click here.  

 

 

 

http://rcl641.ca/RCL641/Barrhaven_Legion_Book.pdf
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Barrhaven Legion 2017 Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Events 

The Poppy has been widely recognized as a symbol of Remembrance since it was first adopted in 1921. By wearing the 
Poppy, we demonstrate our gratitude to those who gave their lives for the freedom we enjoy. Legion Remembrance 
programs commemorate the men and women who died in the military service of Canada during war and peace. The 
2017 Poppy Campaign commences October 27 and ends on November 10. It is through the generosity of the community 
that Branch 641 is able to provide this kind of support. Legion and Cadet volunteers will be distributing poppies on the 
two weekends of the Campaign period at several local locations, including Ross’ Independent, Sobeys, Walmart, Metro, 
Loblaws and Costco. We thank you for your continued support. 

It is important to remember that the basic purpose of funds raised during the Poppy Campaign is to enable Branches of 
the Royal Canadian Legion to provide immediate assistance to ex-servicemen and women in need. This includes 
providing food, shelter and medical attention for them or their families when necessary. Poppy funds also allow the 
Legion to “give back” to the local community in the form of bursaries to local schools, support of army and navy cadet 
corps, donations to local hospitals and other vital support programs. During the past year, Branch 641 donated $51,000 
to such community organizations as the Perley Rideau Veterans Health Care Centre, the Homeless Veterans Program, 
the Barrhaven Food Cupboard, the Queensway Carleton Acute Care Centre for the Elderly, the Military Family Resource 
Centre, Carleton Lodge Auxiliary, students’ bursaries as well monetary prizes for poster and literary contests for youth 
attending local schools. 
 
The Barrhaven Legion will be hosting a number of events in the days leading up to November 11. We will be conducting 
ceremonies of Remembrance at local seniors’ residences on November 4, 5 and 10. Everyone is welcome to attend, 
especially if you have friends or relatives residing at one of the senior residences.  
 

 
 
The Branch will be holding a Remembrance Dinner on Saturday, November 4. All are welcome to join in honouring our 
military, past, present and future, at this evening of recognition and reflection. The cost of the Roast Beef Dinner is $30 
for members and $35 for Non-members. Veterans, their spouses, including widows/widowers, and caretakers 
accompanying the Veterans may attend at no cost. Tickets must be purchased in advance at the branch.  
 
Barrhaven’s annual November 11 Remembrance Day ceremony will be held at John McCrae Secondary School, 103 
Malvern Dr. The parade will start at 10:45 a.m. and the ceremony at 11 a.m. Military/RCMP/Police, Veterans, Legion 
members, Scout/Cubs, Guides/Brownies/Sparks and other community groups are welcome to participate in the 
parade. Form-up begins at 10:30 a.m. Following the ceremony, the Barrhaven Legion will be hosting a reception in 
Halls A and B of the Walter Baker Centre. Everyone is welcome. Veterans and members of the Barrhaven Legion are 
welcome to join us back at the Branch at 3500 Fallowfield Road.  
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General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 
are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and August 

when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is November 21, 2017.  
 
 
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@gmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Past President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Constitution and Laws, Office 

Administrator  
613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 

Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613 825-4106  ross4755@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman 613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 
Ray Desjardins  Chaplain/Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Chantale Bolt Bursary, Youth Education  613-608-2438 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-316-3532 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Angele Guy Hospitality 613-797-7029 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Debbie Conley  Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
Tom Lamb   Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Ross Stephen Poppy Trust Fund 613-825-4108 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer/Bulletin Editor 613-825-4118  
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-825-0039 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, Training 

and Organization Development  
613-825-8269 

Angele Guy Scrapbook Editor 613-797-7029 
Vacant  Ways and Means  
Vacant  Hospitality 
 
Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month. 
General Meetings are held every third Tuesday at 7 p.m. from September to June.  
 

 

mailto:edschelenz@rogers.com
mailto:majorefhughes@rogers.com
mailto:weasle1@rogers.com
mailto:rcl641@hotmail.com
mailto:ross4755@gmail.com
mailto:dm58.cole@gmail.com
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Oct 22, 2017 Draw 
Winner – Clifford Valley 

Won 20% Weekly Sales - $186 
Selected Card #1 

Jackpot Now at $3,966 
Plus 30% of Weekly Sales 
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Membership Update 
 
The winner of the Earlybird draw for September was Victor Chan. He elected to have his 
membership extended for one year, so he is paid up through 2019. Drop by the branch, renew your 
membership and you will be entered in the draws for October and November. So far this year, 285 of 
our members have renewed for 2018. That means that less than 50 per cent of our members have 
renewed for next year, so there is still a long way to go. Our membership is currently 582. Keep in 
mind that on February 1, all 2017 members who haven't renewed are dropped from the list, so our 
membership total will likely be in the 400 range. Renewing, and renewing early is important. 
 
Congratulations to Comrade Ernie Hughes who received the Legion Medal for 50 years of 
continuous service. Also, congratulations go out to Doug Brunton who received his pin for 45 years 
service. At the September and October General Meetings, many of our members also received pins 
for service ranging from 10-40 years. There are more pins to be handed out in the coming months, 
so if you haven't received yours yet, you haven't been forgotten. 
 
Mr. Alfred Cassidy, a 93-year old WW2 Veteran and member of our Legion, was presented his 40-
year pin at the Barrhaven Manor by our Seniors Chair, Bill Hillier. Alf had asked on previous 
occasions if his years as a member of the Tuberculosis Veterans Society (TVS) could count towards 
his time as a member of the RCL. I had checked before, but records that go back to the ‘40s and 
‘50s just don't exist anymore. A request was submitted to Dominion Command to accept Alfred's 
word regarding his time with TVS, and the response was positive. Dominion Command added 10 
years to Alf's record, so he now has 50 years' service. It will be our honour to present the 50-year 
medal to Alfred at the Remembrance Dinner on 4 November. Congratulations Alf. 
 
The new online membership software program that was recently rolled out by Dominion Command is 
working well. It eliminates much of the endless paperwork and files can be modified almost 
instantaneously. There are still a few glitches uncovered here and there, but overall it has been very 
successful in my view. 
 
On your new plastic card, it doesn't list your years of membership, but shows the year that you 
became a member. If you joined in 2010 and it is 2017, it seems logical that you would have 7 years. 
You must count the first year, which is 2010, so you would have 8 years. I've received numerous 
concerns on this subject. 
 
Did you know that the senior member of our branch is Butch Whitlaw? Butch joined the Legion in 
1964 which is 55 years ago. He also has all the cards he's accumulated over those many years. 
 
That's about it from the desk of the Membership Chair. Good luck to all in the upcoming Earlybird 
draws. 

 
 

David St Amand 
Br 641 Membership Chair  
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 October General Meeting Presentations 
 
 
 

 

President Bert Boehme presented Patrick Makinson with a 
certificate of appreciation  
 
Graham Mayes was presented with his 10-year pin by 
president Bert Boehme. 

Eric and 
Lorette Ellis 

were 
presented 

with their 10-
year pins by 

president 
Bert Boehme 

Terry Claessen was 
presented with his 10-
year pin by Bert 
Boehme 

Laura Kerr and Martin 
Biefer were presented 
with their 20-year pins 
by president Bert 
Boehme  
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Past president Ernie Hughes was 
presented with his 50-year Legion 
medal by president Bert Boehme 
 
 
 
 
Ernie Hughes was presented with a 
Certificate of Appreciation by Shane 
O’Neil from MP Chandra Arya’s office 

John Hawkson was presented with his 20-year Legion pin by 
president Bert Boehme 

Tony Upshaw was presented with his 25-year Legion pin by 
president Bert Boehme 

Doug Brunton was presented with his 45-year 
Legion pin by president Bert Boehme 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
As we prepare for the 2017 Poppy Campaign, we encourage all members to fulfill  
the oath you made when you became a member, to “actively participate in the Poppy Campaign.” 
You can sign-up to distribute poppies at local stores and/or you can help our Hospitality Committee 
by volunteering either at the Branch or at the Walter Baker Centre on November 11. 
 
Members are welcome to come back to the branch after the ceremony. Come out and enjoy this 
day of remembrance. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 

 

Want to see more? Click here to go to the Legion Store. 

https://www.poppystore.ca/

