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Comrades All: 
  

Congratulations to our  
Comrade Gus Este who was  
recognized as an outstanding  
Ottawa resident and awarded  
the Order of Ottawa. It  
was a privilege to attend the  
awards ceremony and support  
our friend and congratulations to all of this  
year’s recipients who received this prestigious 
award. 
 
Thank you to all our Comrades who made our 
Poppy Campaign, our Remembrance Dinner 
and our Remembrance ceremony a success. I 
want to recognize Comrade Sharon Wilson, 
our Poppy Chairman, Darrell Bartraw, our 
Hospitality Chairman, and Ross Stephen, our 
Sgt-at-Arms, as they were the main organizers 
for all the activities. Behind these three we 
have a multitude of others to thank: our MC at 
the dinner, Chantale Brais, our Parade 
Commander Dave St Amand, cash counters 
Joyce Barr and her group, our trap line 
organizers who collected the money donated 
at the different locations throughout Barrhaven; 
our store captains for organizing the shifts 
throughout our stores, and last but not least, 
our hospitality helpers for manning the kitchen 
at the Branch and at the Walter Baker Centre. 
Our Cadet Corps were a great help and I thank 
Chris and Jackie Fuchs for looking after them. 
Thank you to our Colour Party for all the 
ceremonies they attended. Thank you to the 
bar staff for working the busy functions and 
thank you to Doug Mason for the decorations. 
Thank you to those that provided food and 
donations for the gathering after the parade. 
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Ed Schelenz 

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 

Thank you to all those that manned the 
poppy locations throughout Barrhaven. The 
trouble with trying to thank everyone is that 
someone always gets left out, and if so, I 
apologize to those I left out and thank you.  
 
As you see, it takes a lot of teamwork and 
volunteers to make for a successful Poppy 
Campaign, Dinner and Ceremony. 
 
The down side to all this is that less than half of 
our Membership participated in our Poppy 
Campaign. This lack of participation by many 
of our Members made it necessary for some of 
our Members to do multiple shifts. 
 
If you are a Member of Branch 641 and did not 
participate in this year’s Poppy Campaign or 
contribute in any way towards our activities, I 
urge you to promise yourself and your Legion 
to help out next year. 
 
Thank you again to all those that helped us 
have a successful Poppy Campaign, 
Remembrance Dinner and Ceremony. It is you, 
the volunteers that make our Branch what it is. 

  
 
Enjoy your Legion.  
 
Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President, RCL Barrhaven Br. 641 
 
Home: 613-843-1088 
begin_of_the_skype_highlighting 
end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
Cell: 613-371-6634 
begin_of_the_skype_highlighting  
 
Volunteers & Teamwork  
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2016 Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Activities 
By Comrade Sharon Wilson, Poppy Chair 

 
 
The 2016 Poppy Campaign saw the distribution of over 45,000 poppies within 
the Barrhaven area, with just over $60,200 in donations being raised. The Poppy  
Campaign is a team effort.  
 
My heartfelt thanks to the following people for taking on these important team leader 
positions:  
 
Cash Counting Team leader Joyce Barr and Deputy team leader Maureen Wheeler. Bank 
Deposits Jim Duff. Traplines Jeff Perreault, Marg and Ian Ridpath, Ross Stephen, Daniel 
Desmarais. Store Captains Angele Guy, Bert Boehme, Caroline Boily, Dave Lee, Jim Duff, 
Darrell Bartraw. Schools Dave Cole. Merchandise Angele Guy, Stephane Guy. Wreaths on 
November 11 Bill Craig, Jim Duff, Dana Rice, Ed Schelenz. Poppy Supply Transportation 
Dave Cole. PRO Debi Sereda. General Inquiries and Information Kathy Johnston and the 
bartenders. 
 
The Poppy Campaign got off to a rocky start, with 25 per cent of the store shifts remaining 
vacant as of the first day of the Campaign. Due to the diligence of the store captains and the 
generosity of several Members who signed-up for multiple shifts, we were able to cover most 
of the void. Out of a Membership of close to 600, a total of 197 participated in the store 
campaign. Thank you to all the Members who participated, and especially to those who 
stepped up to do multiple shifts. Because of the generosity of these Members, our shift 
vacancy rate ended up being relatively small. I want to remind everyone that the Poppy 
Campaign is very much a Branch event and all Members are encouraged to volunteer to help 
in some capacity next year. 
 
The Remembrance Dinner on November 5 was enjoyed by all in attendance. Thanks to 
Dwayne Hordij and Dan Ferland for bringing out and setting up their military memorabilia 
displays, Doug Mason for the floral arrangements and Darrell Bartraw for organizing the 
Lolachers catering and room set-up. Our dinner guest speaker, Jonathan Proulx, contacted 
me after the event to say how much he enjoyed the evening and how he found the Members 
of Branch 641 to be very warm and welcoming. 
 
The November 11 ceremony at John McCrae Secondary school was well attended. It takes a 
lot of people to put this event together and we received feedback from the public thanking us 
for our efforts. Thanks to Patrick Creppin for providing the sound system. Thanks to Ross 
Stephen, Jim Ireland, Dave Cole, Bert Boehme, Dave St Amand and the faculty and students 
of John McCrae school for a job well done. Thanks again to Dwayne Hordij for bringing back 
his memorabilia display which caught the attention of many of our guests. A big thank you to 
our Branch 641 hospitality crew for all their work in setting up, serving, cleaning up, etc. at 
both the Walter Baker Centre and Branch receptions. We couldn’t have done it without you! 
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Barrhaven Legion Sports Update 
 
Members who wish to participate in Zone sports must have their 2017 Membership card. You 
have until November 30, 2016 to renew your Membership at $50. The price increases to $60 
on December 1, 2016.  
 
Links to Sign-up sheets for Zone Darts and Zone Seniors Darts have been posted on the 
Branch website. See the schedule for 2016/2017 below. Should you have any questions 
regarding the sports feel free to contact me. 
 
Jackie Fuchs 
Sports & Track and Field Director 
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An Unusual and Harrowing Experience with a British 4-engine Lancaster 
Bomber and Three U.S.A. B-24 Four-engine Bombers:  November 1945 – 
Naples, Italy  
 
Written by WWII soldier, Bill Humphries shown at right, who  
was one of twenty British soldiers being flown home to England 
in a fleet of 20 brand new Lancasters that never participated in  
WWII nor were ever fitted with guns in the turrets, nor bombs  
in the bay. These planes were delivered after the festivities of  
the end of the war were over. It was an easier and more economical  
method of transportation to return the soldiers home compared  
to sea travel. Time was also a factor.  
 
This true story is being written so a record of such an episode  
should not be lost. There was not a film made nor a picture  
taken to the best of the writer's knowledge, nor does he know  
of any other soldier who may have recorded the episode. 
 
After a good breakfast, approximately 20 Lancaster bombers  
were lined up ready to take 20 soldiers in each to be returned to  
England. Naples airport was under dual control – the British Air Force and the United States of 
America Air Force.  
 
Each Lancaster took off in the morning as time of flight was scheduled at 5½ hours non-stop to 
somewhere in England. I do not know the names of the four crew members, but the pilot was 21-
years old. I was 23 years old and had served four years overseas.  
 
The flight seemed to be going along nicely riding above the clouds. Each soldier in his turn would 
have the opportunity to enter the top turret and swing it around to see the sights of such beauty 
from so high up. After approximately 60 to 90 minutes, I took my turn in that turret. While swinging 
around, I noticed two streams of oil flowing half way across the right wing. I called the crew 
member who assisted us to advise him to look at it. He soon went down and advised the pilot who 
immediately shut that engine off, causing the plane to fly at an angle. He let us know that we could 
still make it with the fuel we had. There was only a half-an-hour of extra fuel in the tanks.  
 
All kinds of wisecracks were made about me not being allowed to get in the turret again. 
Approximately 40 minutes later, some soldiers did not take their turn, so I went up for the second 
look around. Lo and behold, the same motor on the left side was pouring oil on the wing. I called 
the crew man. After he looked he went up to the pilot. Again, action taken was to shut down that 
engine and then turn back to Naples. He then flew level with only the two smaller engines. Naples 
Airport is located south of town. The sea is west and close to the airport. To the north and to the 
east are mountains.  
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The pilot advised us of his options. He decided he had no other choice but to land ASAP. The two 
small engines could not lift the plane to take a second attempt. The British kept sending up green 
flares. The U.S. kept sending up red flares. Our pilot said there were three B-24 four- engine 
bombers lined up for takeoff. Despite the confliction of flare signals, he decided to proceed with his 
original decision. The time is two or three minutes after 12:00. We were approaching fast and 
intending to fly over them and land but at 12:05 p.m., the U.S. bombers roared into life to take off. 
 
Normal landing speed for a Lancaster is approximately 85 m.p.h. We were going in at 140 m.p.h. 
because of the smaller engines needing to keep the plane airborne – and that is all they did – 
assist the plane to fly. The larger engines had other functions – supply brakes to the wheels, 
supply air to the landing flaps and generate the power for everything else in the plane. We were 
now just ahead of the first U.S. plane which soon was ahead of us. We dropped behind this U.S. 
plane very hard which caused us to bounce back up so high that the second U.S. plane flew under 
us and we dropped behind him, but we bounced up again high enough for third U.S. plane to fly 
under us. 
 
Again, we bounced, but not quite as hard and continued to bounce until we were nearly at the end 
of the runway and then skidded onto a ploughed field before we were actually slowing down. 
Needless to say, it was a "bumpy ride." 
 
Our Lancaster finally came to a stop with the wheels 10 feet short of a deep irrigation ditch. The 
British had all the fire and crash equipment in case anything happened. 
 
Plus, all the top officers were amazed that one of the biggest aviation crashes did not happen. 
They praised the 21-year-old pilot for so skillfully controlling such a big plane with only two small 
engines with no other controllable parts to assist it. We too expressed our appreciation and 
thankfulness for our very survival through such an unbelievable episode. We were on the ground 
for approximately 10 minutes when the reaction set in. 
 
Everyone was shaking severely enough to make it very difficult to light a cigarette. Army trucks 
came along to take us back to barracks. We were scheduled to fly out again the next day. 
 
The options available in such extreme circumstances were: 
 
1. Pull the wheels up and go in belly flop style – but then all of our kits and belongings were in a 

giant sling in the bomb bay. 

2. Try to get ahead of these three B-25s, land and then use the emergency brake – every pilot that 

did that had this experience. Only one wheel would brake, causing the plane to immediately 

swerve and go off the runway, crash, go up in flames . . . no survivors.  

3. Go in as easy and normal as possible under the circumstances, and pray and hope for the 

best possible result.  

Our pilot chose option 3. He deserves recognition for handling this incredible situation so 
well, preventing a massive tragedy which would have included the loss of so many lives. 
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Membership Update 
 
By now, I hope all our Members are aware that our Earlybird Campaign comes to a close at 
the end of November. In addition, the cost for current members to renew rises to $60 on 
December 1. Your 2016 Membership is valid until January 31, so you still have time to renew 
and remain a Member in good standing. 
 
Our October Earlybird Winner was Jim Ireland 
 
Membership in the Branch is at an all-time high with a total of 
593 members. There are six new Members awaiting initiation for 
a total of 599. With transfers in and out, and sadly, when 
Members pass away, the number of Members actually fluctuates 
almost daily. To date, 345 Members have renewed for 2017, 
while 248 have not. Member number 600 is a significant 
milestone for the Branch, so that new Member will be recognized 
with a free, one-year renewal. More to follow on this in the next 
edition of The Advance. 
 
I've mentioned it before, but it's worth mentioning again. 
Dominion Command is moving towards an online membership 
software program. Some of you have been waiting quite a while 
for your new cards to arrive, especially our new Members, and I 
understand your frustration. There are obvious delays as 
Dominion Command repairs glitches as they are discovered. 
When new cards arrive, Members will be informed via email. 
 
Congratulations to Richard Lefebvre (pictured) who was presented with his 45-year pin at our 
November General Meeting. Pins were also given to George Laight and Ross Baldwin in 
recognition of 40 years of continuous Membership in the Legion. Congratulations to you all. 
 
Before you know it, Branch elections will be upon us. Food for thought . . . 
 
Dave St Amand CD 
Membership Chair 

 
Correction from the Editor: The Cleaning the Capital article which 
appeared in the October edition of The Advance was provided by 
Nancy Rule, not Nancy Campbell. My apologies for this error Nancy! 
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In Memoriam  
Ron Shewchuck 

 
The Executive of Branch 641 sends sincere condolences to the family of Comrade Ron 
Shewchuck who passed away on October 28, after completing a shift distributing poppies for 
our Branch. 
 
Ron had been a Member of various RCL branches. He had lapses in his Membership, but he 
still carried his last card from 1996. He was proud of his service in the Air Force and was 
enjoying his Membership in Branch 641. Ron joined the Wednesday night dart league and 
thoroughly enjoyed the few nights he was able to participate.  

Branch Closed 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
October and November were very busy months for our volunteers who worked  
tirelessly to make our Remembrance events happen at Branch 641 – the  
Poppy Campaign, the Remembrance Dinner and Remembrance Day. Kudos to  
all of you mentioned in President Ed Schelenz’ and Comrade Sharon Wilson’s articles and the 
many others who worked in the background.  
 
As one event comes to an end, our hospitality volunteers continue onto the next. In December, we 
have the Children’s’ Christmas party on December 3, the President’s Turkey Draw on December 
11, the always popular Year’s Eve Party on December 31, and, finally, we welcome 2017 with the 
President’s Levée on January 1. Phew! 
 
Our Legion is open and our bar is tended by our volunteer bartenders 364 days a year. The only 
day we are closed is Christmas Day. Make sure to pop in over the holidays and share in the 
Christmas spirit with your friends! 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Comrades 
Daniel Ferland 
and Barbara 
Matthews 
created this 
display of 
military 
memorabilia for 
students at St. 
Joseph High 
School. 


