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The President’s Message  
 

Comrades 
 
I would like to thank all of you for a truly successful 
three years.  We have achieved so much and in 
such a stressful period including the pandemic 
which brought multiple closures and restrictions. The 
success goes to all of you but most importantly to 
the Executive Committee for having worked as a 
group that supported each other, for putting aside 
some differences for the benefit of our branch and, 

most importantly, for our members. The most important success is that 
we managed to keep everyone safe and COVID-free at a time when the 
risks were so alarming.  Now, and with effective vaccinations, the 
danger of serious consequences has been reduced to an acceptable level.  
 
We also achieved such a success in what I would classify as a lifetime opportunity when we purchased a 
building to raise the necessary funds and finally giving us a chance to move forward with the construction 
of our new clubhouse.  There is a lot of hard work left but we are finally on our way to one-day, moving into 
our own brand-new building.    
 
I’m also grateful for the individuals who stepped up to the plate and accepted nominations at our latest 
elections.  I would like to congratulate all of you and I’m so pleased to see that our branch is without a 
doubt, in excellent hands for the next year.   
     
Have a good day and stay safe.   
  
Stephane Guy 
President RCL Branch 641 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
Always do the right thing 
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Highlights of Reports from Your Executive Chairs for May* 
*Full reports can be found in the binder containing Meeting Minutes which are available behind 
the bar, in the Branch 
 
Membership Report 
 
Membership Total:  609 (629 at the end of 2021) 
 
New 4 members   New/Transfer in 5  Re-instate 0    
 
Branch 595 Strathcona has surrendered their charter and closed their doors. We are seeing 
some transfers from this branch to ours. 
 
To take advantage of the free membership offered by Dominion Command, the new member 
must complete the online application. Once they receive a membership number, it’s a simple 
process for me to transfer the new member to our branch. The details on how to obtain a free 
membership can be found at Legion.ca 
 
For conventions, we are entitled to seven delegates. This number is based on one delegate for 
the first 50 members, and then one delegate for each 100 members thereafter. 
 
I have confirmed that Alf Cassidy (99) is still a resident of Revera Barrhaven. Joe Quinn at 101 is 
our oldest member and has moved to the Perley. I will be renewing their memberships in 
September on behalf of our branch. 
 
Training – Stittsville branch has a new membership chair and has requested training. I will reach 
out to all branches in Zone G5 to determine if other branches also require membership training. 
 
Dave St Amand, Membership Chair  
 
Poppy Trust Fund Report  
            
I would like to report that last month the Poppy Trust Fund Committee met to discuss where the 
funds we collected during our last campaign and monies left over from our previous campaign 
would be spent. In attendance were Bert Boehme, Ed Schelenz, Stephane Guy, Jim Duff and 
myself. This was approved by the Executive at our May 2 meeting. As of April 2022, we have 
$132,175.35 in the Poppy trust account and the committee has proposed to distribute the monies 
in the following manner. (Note: because the May General Meeting did not achieve a quorum, the 
motion to pass this expenditure was not passed.) 
 
$15,000.00                                                 Supplies for the next poppy campaign 
  $6,000.00                                                 Veteran Service Officer (Veteran support) 
$10,000.00                                                 Emergency funds 
$20,000,00                                                 Support of five cadet corps 
$20,000.00                                                 Perley and Rideau Veterans Centre 
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 $2,000.00                                                  Veterans’ dinner 
 $2,500.00                                                  Youth Education, poster contest, etc. 
$10,000.00                                                 Bursaries 
$10,000.00                                                 Operation Leave the Streets Behind 
     $500.00                                                 Ruck to Ruck 
 $2,000.00                                                  Veterans’ Ski Program 
 $2,000.00                                                  Heroes Mending on the Fly 
 $5,000.00                                                  Operation Service Dogs 
$10,000.00                                                 Command programs 
 
$105,000.00                                               Balance remaining $27,175.35 
 
Ross Stephen, Poppy Trust Fund Chair 
    
Entertainment/Hospitality Report  
 
On Wednesday, May 4, 2022 we had our Lunch & Kitchen Party from 12pm to 3pm with Hot-
Dog or Grilled Cheese & Tomato Soup & it was a success. Food sale was very good. Over 60 
people came out. It is getting busier. 
  
Someone gave the word out to the Senior’s Newsletter about our Lunch & Kitchen Party so it 
brought a lot more people out & I expect it will become more popular now that the word is out. 
  
We have tried new meals: Greek & Mexican both were a success. 
  
Mother’s Day was cancelled due to lack of participation. I guess that Covid did hit more than I 
thought. 
 
Meals To Come in June: 
 
• Wednesday, June 1, 2022 Lunch 12 pm to 2 pm Hot Dog or Grilled Cheese & Tomato Soup 

& Kitchen Party 12:30 pm to 3 pm 
• Friday, June 3, 2022 Ham & Scallop Potatoes; Band: Hollman & Hoffman 
• Sunday, June 5, 2022 High Tea 2 pm to 4 pm 
• Friday, June 10, 2022 Salmon or Chicken; Nostalgia 
• Wednesday, June 15, 2022 Veterans’ Lunch 12 pm to 4 pm 

 

Hope to see you at our next events or Friday Night Dinners. 
 
Angele Guy, Entertainment/Hospitality Chair 
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Grants and Assistance Report 
 
Since the last report, two new requests for donations had been received: 
 
1. Canadian Cancer Society – A donation of $350 was approved at the May Executive Meeting 

to be funded from the Lottery Account. 
2. Shepherds of Good Hope – A donation of $4,000 towards their Shelter programs was 

approved at the May Executive Meeting, subject to General Meeting approval. This program 
will provide 10 Veterans with programs focused upon “breaking the cycle of life” on the 
street. In the past, Branch 641 supported the SGH through the Poppy Trust Fund, however 
that has since been restricted by Command.  It is therefore recommended that a donation of 
$4,000 from the Lottery Fund be approved. 

 
(Note: because the May General Meeting did not achieve a quorum, the motions to pass 
donations were not passed.) 

 
Dave Voisey, Grants and Assistance Chair 
 

 
 
Meet Some of Our Ordinary Members 
 
This month, let’s meet Veteran, David St Amand CD (CWO Ret’d) Comm Research 291. 
 
Dave was born in Toronto in 1952, but was posted to Midland ON at the age of 2. His postings 
started early in life. At 17, Dave visited the recruiting centre in Toronto and was told that if he 
chose the Communicator Research trade, there was an outside chance that he might see the 
north. Truer words were never spoken. 
 
After basic training at Cornwallis NS, it was off to Gloucester ON for trades training and the start 
of a career as a 291er. From there it was off to Inuvik in the western arctic. The recruiter knew his 
stuff. In 72/73, Dave spent the winter in CFS Alert at the top of the map. After six months of 
freezing temperatures and total darkness, he was off to Bermuda for a couple years. Bermuda 
was great. During his time in the south, he went to Pensacola FL for Direction Finding training 
with the U.S. Navy as an operator and supervisor. He left Bermuda for CFS Masset on the north 
coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands in northern BC.  
 
After another six-month tour of Alert, Dave was off to Kingston as an instructor. This is where he 
met Fran, got married, and three months later, went back to Alert for another six-month stay. 
When he returned, Fran and Dave packed their bags and were off to Inuvik where daughter Hollie 
was born. Three years there went by quickly and they returned to Kingston where second 
daughter Heather was born. Dave went to CFS Alert four more times in his career, so he will stop 
mentioning them. 
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Promoted to Warrant Officer, the family was off to Ottawa for the first time. They were there for 
four years and then the family packed up the car and were headed back to northern BC for five 
more years as a newly promoted Master Warrant Officer. 
 
It was back to Ottawa in the summer of ’96 for a posting to Leitrim. Dave shuffled back and forth 
between Leitrim and the Communications Security Establishment. He was promoted to Chief 
Warrant Officer while at CSE and retired from the military in 2005.  
 
Dave first joined the Legion in 1971 while stationed in Inuvik. He did not keep the membership 
active over the years unfortunately, but when he retired in Ottawa, Ray Desjardins came knocking 
and he joined again as part of the “new” Barrhaven branch. Dave’s been a bartender at the 
branch since the very beginning and still works the Wednesday night darts shift. 
 
He’s been a member of the executive “forever” and worked at many of the senior positions, 
including: 1st VP, 2nd VP, 3rd VP, VSO, Seniors, Ways & Means, Parade Commander, Bar 
Officer, a few more, plus the Membership position that he still holds. 
 
In 2019, Branch 641 honoured Dave’s years of service with a Life Membership, something he 
never expected but is extremely grateful. 
 
Fran and Dave moved to Almonte in the summer of 2021 to escape the hustle and bustle of 
Barrhaven. They are now closer to their grandkids and the branch is only 30 minutes away. 
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Your New Executive Committee 
 
Just a reminder that effective June 1, 2022, the newly elected executive will take over. Please 
make a note of the volunteers who have been elected for a one-year term. 
 
President      Ed Schelenz  1st VP           David Sereda 
2nd VP          Bert Boehme  3rd VP           Lyle Brennan 
Secretary       Pam Hall  Treasurer      Diane Craig 
Sgt At-Arms  Stephane Guy 
 
Executive Members:  Angele Guy  Patrick Makinson David Voisey 

Debi Sereda  Jim Duff  Joe Guitard 
 
Volunteers to be appointed:  David Cole David St Amand Cory Moore 
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 Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Stéphane Guy Honours and Awards Bert Boehme 

Immediate Past President Bert Boehme 
Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

1st Vice President  Dave Sereda Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 
2nd Vice President Dave Cole Housing Dave Sereda 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

Chairman Dave Cole Legion Seniors David Watson 
Treasurer Jim Duff Long Range Planning Ed Schelenz 
Secretary Pam Hall Membership David St Amand 

Sergeant at Arms Lyle Brennan Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz 
Bar Officer Dave Sereda Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen 
Branch Service Officer David Watson Public Relations (Website, Debi Sereda 

Cadets Dave Sereda Scrapbook, Bulletin)  
Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs 
Constitution and Laws Dave Cole Ways and Means Joe Guitard 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 
Grants and Assistance Dave Voisey   
    
Branch Advisor Gus Este Chaplain for Legion 

Tributes 
 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 
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Notes from the Editor 

Debi Sereda 
 
Many thanks to our outgoing executive who served our branch for three years,  
successfully navigating the pandemic and all the challenges that presented. Bravo 
Zulu to all of you and thank you for your service. 
 
There are a few spaces left for the 17th annual golf tournament on August  12. This is one of 
largest fundraisers for our branch and thanks go to Dave Sereda and his golf team who are busy 
collecting sponsorships and prizes. If you want to help, get in touch with Dave. 
 
All members are encouraged to attend the June General Meeting so that we can welcome the 
new executive and pass outstanding motions from May. 
 
Updates and stories on the May storm will appear in the June edition of The Advance. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


