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The President’s Message  
 

 

Comrades 
  
We had very few activities during February and 
March other than being allowed to reopen, 
which is a relief. Keep in mind that I am still 
concerned regarding the safety of our 
members and our bartenders, especially with 
regard to the variants that are more 
contagious. However, and following the current 

procedures and protocols, I am confident that we will have the best 
chance of staying virus free. I’m also happy to report that I have 
not received any notes of anyone being affected by the 
virus. Comrade Brendon Dinning had his surgery in Toronto and is 
now at home recovering; Comrade Jason Robertson continues to 
surprise his medical team with daily improvement to his 
mobility. We wish them both best wishes in their continued 
recovery and that they will be able to visit our branch as soon as 
they can.  
 
However, it is with a heavy heart that I announced the recent passing of three of our members, 
including Victor Chan who has been one of the most dedicated and loyal members of both Branch 
641 and Zone G5. Lynne Brown (Dale), a 38-year member of the Legion, passed away this month 
and we were notified that Bob Taplay passed away on December 14, 2020. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the family and friends.  
  
Finances 
  
Financially, we remain in very good health as our monthly deficit has been greatly reduced due to 
the various grants from both our federal and provincial government and the revenues generated by 
being open again. However, I have not been able to claim for the Canada Emergency Rent 
Subsidy as a result of a glitch with their website but I’m not concerned as we have six months to 
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apply for each claimable period. I identified the website problem with the appropriate agency and it 
is expected that it will be resolved in the near future. I have been able to claim for the Ontario Small 
Business grant and received close to $3,000 to cover for some of the qualifying energy bills.  
  
Clubhouse 
  
We received a note from Ontario Command that they will only evaluate our request if a lawyer has 
provided his legal advice. We did engage a lawyer and we took action on his advice which delayed 
our request; however, all of the required information is now available and we are finalizing our 
request which should be sent in the near future. More to follow. 
  
Kitchen Repairs  
  
Kitchen repairs were scheduled to start on March 15; however, new leaks appeared in the kitchen 
and our housing officer is in the process of having these evaluated and fixed. This has delayed the 
repairs. More to follow. 
  
This is all for now as the month of March has been slow. Keep in mind that we are there for you 
and if you need any support, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
  
Have a good day and most importantly, stay safe. 
  
Stéphane Guy 
President RCL Branch 641 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
 
Always do the right thing 
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Robert (Bob) Taplay – 1938-2020 
 
Bob passed on Monday, December 14, 2020, at the Bruyere Hospital in 
Ottawa after a brief battle with cancer, age 75 years. Bob is now reunited with 
his best friend Cheryl, his beloved wife of 51 years. Father of Kimberlee, 
Tammy, late Stephanie, and Kyle (Bhavna). Bob served five years in the 
Canadian Navy prior to a distinguished career with the Ontario Provincial 
Police, serving at Long Sault (17 years), Toronto HQ (3 years) and Burlington 
(8 years), and post retirement with the Commissionaires. Just hours before his passing, Bob's bed 
was repositioned to his hospital room window where he was honoured by a tribute of 20 police 
vehicles with lights flashing to recognize his many years of service. It was pure magic.  

 
 

Helen “Lynne” Brown – 1947-2021 
 
It is with sadness in our hearts that we announce the sudden passing of Helen 
“Lynne” Brown on March 12 2021 at the age of 74. Born in North Bay but 
eventually settling in Ottawa. Left with many loving memories are her husband 
Barry Dale, sons Ken (Deana) Brown, Drew (Traci) Dale and Daughter Bonney 
(Terry) Rowan. Nana to Kenny, Kristofer, Riley and Reagan. Helen has been a 
member of the Legion for 38 years, and she and her husband Barry are long- 
time members of our branch. 
 
 

Victor W.S. Chan, LCdr (Ret’d), CD, KStG – 1941-2021 
 
On March 18, 2021, Victor W.S. Chan passed from this world into the next. He was a proud 
member of RCL Barrhaven Branch 641, serving on the branch executive in various capacities 
including 2nd Vice President, Veterans Service Officer, Leadership and Development Officer, 
(interim) Bar Manager, and a short stint as Community Liaison. 
 
The following is provided in light of a write up on Victor W.S. Chan, LCdr(ret’d), CD, KStG 
 
“Where do you go when you leave us at night?” a child once questioned the sun 
“You fill up our lives with warmness and light, but when you go, we’ll have none!” 
 
“I am still shining bright, but in a new place,” the sun kindly answered and smiled 
“Though you don’t see me, I promise you this – I am still around you.” 
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“I am the radiant glow that colours the sky and long after I’ve 
slipped out of view 
I am the warmth in the earth and the life in the flower that gently 
blooms for you.” 
 
“And even at night, I shine on the moon – a promise I hope you 
will see . . .  
So you know in your heart that my love and my light are with you 
and always will be.”  

– Annon –  
 
The above is representative of how my husband, Victor, viewed 
all life and creation, and the precious souls who blessed our lives 
with their light. They are not forgotten but live on in our hearts 
and memories. I hope that those who have lost someone 
precious to them find some comfort from those words. We will 
remember them! 
     
Victor’s wife, Laura 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the Barrhaven 
Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with your name 

and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 

Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250 
Silver $500 
Gold $1,000 

 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a Veteran, a family 

member or friend. For more information, please contact  
Debi Sereda - debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
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Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Stéphane Guy Grants and Assistance Kathy Johnston 

Immediate Past President Bert Boehme Honours and Awards Bert Boehme 

1st Vice President  Dave Sereda 
Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Kathy Johnston 

2nd Vice President Dave Cole Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy Housing Tom Lamb 

Chairman Dave Cole 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

Treasurer Jim Duff Legion Seniors David St Amand 
Secretary Kathy Johnston Long Range Planning Ed Schelenz 

Sergeant at Arms Lyle Brennan Membership David St Amand 

Bar  Dave Sereda Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz 

Branch Service Officer David St Amand Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen 
Deputy Branch Service 
Officer 

Kathy Johnston Public Relations (Website, Debi Sereda 

Cadets Dave Sereda Scrapbook, Bulletin)  

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs 

Constitution and Laws Dave Cole Ways and Means Joe Guitard 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 
    
Branch Advisor Gus Este Chaplain for Legion 

Tributes 
 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

November 2020 
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Vimy Memorial Day – 
April 9 
 
The Royal Canadian Legion is the 
Guardian of Remembrance and we 
remember the sacrifices and souls lost on 
April 9,1917 at the Battle of Vimy Ridge in 
France.  
 
As a primary advocate behind renaming 
the Strandherd-Armstrong Bridge to the 
Vimy Memorial Bridge, Branch 641 
continues to respect, honour and uphold 
Vimy Memorial Day observed annually on 
April 9.  
 
On this day, please light a candle or take 
a moment of silence to reflect upon the 
sacrifice of those who fought at Vimy 
Ridge. 
 
 We will remember them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Membership Update 
 
We are at 528 and growing. Renewals are slow and steady. Eleven of our members have renewed 
for five years and will receive a watch from Dominion Command.  
 
I need to remind some of you that if you haven't renewed for 2021 and the unthinkable happens, 
you won't be a member in good standing and, therefore, your name won’t appear on the memorial 
board at the branch. Something to think about. If you aren't sure about your status, send me a note 
and I will confirm if you are a member in good standing or not. 
 
David St Amand 
Membership Chair 
x291er@gmail.com 
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Getting a Little Environmental – Earth Hour, Earth Day and 
Cleaning the Capital 
By Comrade Victor W.S. Chan, LCdr(ret’d), CD, KStG with Comrade Nancy Rule 
 
I’ve written about Earth Day before – a little on global warming, the environment, saving the 
honeybee and planting flowerbeds and trees. I’ve participated in Cleaning the Capital, a local 
clean-up effort that Comrade Nancy Rule, one of our volunteer bartenders, co-ordinates bi-annually 
in the spring and fall with the larger initiative across Ottawa. It’s all about taking care of a small 
piece of the community we live in – it’s cumulative with a domino effect – we take care of our little 
piece of the earth, someone else takes care of their little piece and so on until our planet is 
gradually restored.  
 
Earth Hour and Earth Day are meant to raise awareness about our planet – the extended cost of 
energy consumption, carbon footprints, losses in nature and environmental change. Earth Hour 
takes place on March 27 this year. Non-essential lighting and equipment was turned off for the 
hour from 8:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. as a symbol of commitment to the planet. Over the years, it has 
been estimated that energy consumption is reduced approximately 4 per cent during Earth Hour. 
While the energy saving seems small, it is the act itself, reminding us of our dependence on 
electricity, that really hits home. Without electricity, we could not power our fridges, cook a Sunday 
roast beef dinner, bake oatmeal and raisin cookies for the grandkids, use the computer for an 
internet search, watch TV, run the air conditioner or read the latest copy of Reader’s Digest or 
Canadian Outdoorsman before heading off to bed at night.  
 
We know that electronic appliances use electricity when 
they are turned on. We should also be aware that some 
appliances draw power even when they are not ‘in use.’ 
Any appliance with a clock will continue to draw power 
to keep its clock running. A cordless phone draws 
power to keep the phone charged and maintain the 
connection between the phone and its base. Putting 
your computer or printer in sleep mode rather than 
shutting it down means that it will continue to draw 
electricity. Televisions and entertainment units that are 
turned off but show a glowing red light means that they 
are ‘on standby’ and waiting to be reactivated. Cell 
phone and electric toothbrush chargers draw power so 
long as they are plugged in, even if nothing is being 
charged. Sensors that monitor their environment for an 
activation signal draw power although the device itself 
is inactive. The easiest way to reduce phantom 
electrical draw is to use a power bar, and to switch it off 
to withhold electricity to the appliances that are plugged 
into the power bar. Benefits come as a reduction to your 
hydro bill.  
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It’s been 51 years since the first Earth Day. It takes place annually on April 22, focusing on a 
different theme each year. Earth Day reminds us that we need to take care of our planet – whether 
it’s cleaning up litter, greening the earth by planting trees or native plants, setting up a bee house in 
your backyard, reducing dependency on plastic wastes such as bottled water and product 
packaging, recycling and repurposing items, the plight of endangered species or simply to rejoice 
in and be more aware of nature by walking rather than driving to a local greenspace. The first Earth 
Day in 1970 focused on issues of toxic drinking water, air pollution, and the far-ranging and 
devastating effects of pesticide use. The 2021 theme for Earth Day is Restore Our Planet, 
stemming from unease over the COVID-19 pandemic and concerns that until we take better care of 
our environment, we run the risk of deadlier viruses wreaking havoc on our world. 
 
Over the years, not only has Earth Day become a time to increase awareness of environmental 
concerns but it has also become a time for communities to come together and clean litter from 
roadways and greenspaces. In Ottawa, Cleaning the Capital is a citywide initiative that draws on 
community involvement. It began in 1994 as a springtime cleanup effort, and in 2006, spurred by 
the success of the spring cleanup, an annual autumn cleanup was introduced. This year’s 
springtime Cleaning the Capital weekend is scheduled for April 23-25, 2021. For us at Branch 641, 
Saturday, April 24 is our day to step forward and come together for our local community cleanup. 
See Nancy Rule’s call for volunteers that follows and please sign up and come out to participate in 
this worthwhile community endeavour.  
 
 

 
 
Once again we are hosting our annual spring Cleaning the Capital where our volunteers clean 
Fallowfield Road between Greenbank Road and Woodroffe Avenue. Traditionally, we collect 
approximately 50 bags of garbage – things look so much better after our volunteers have “hit the 
road!” 
 
We are looking for volunteers to help out between 10 a.m. and noon on Saturday April 24 (rain 
date Sunday April 25, same time). 
  
If you are available, please add your name to our sign-up sheet at the branch or you can send me 
an email at nancys.rule@gmail.com. 
 
Many thanks. Hope to see you! 
 
Nancy Rule 
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Veteran Services 
 
Every Legion branch has a Service Officer and/or Service Committee. You will be able to obtain 
information on all programs there and they can help you apply.  

You don’t need to be a member of the Legion to ask for assistance! 

The Legion is here to assist you by completing claims through any agency of Veterans Affairs 
Canada. 

We are concerned that Veterans, Still Serving and Former Members of the Canadian Armed 
Forces and/or their dependants may not receive all the available government support from 
Veterans Affairs Canada that they need and deserve. Veterans, serving and former members of 
the Canadian forces (regular or reserve), Merchant Navy veterans, serving or former members of 
the RCMP and widows. 

You may not be receiving all the benefits to which you are entitled. Or you may have a family 
member or friend who could benefit from speaking to one of our Service Officers. 

Some of the benefits you may be entitled to are: 

• Disability Pension Program 
• Attendance Allowance 
• Prisoner of War Compensation 
• Health Care Program 
• Your Health Care Identification Card 
• Veterans Independence Program 
• Merchant Navy Veterans – Services and Benefits 
• Last Post Fund 
• Funeral, Burial and Grave-marking Assistance 
• Income-tested Benefits 
 
If you have any questions or require assistance, please reach out to any of the following: 

David St Amand, Veterans Service Officer 
x291er@gmail.com 
613-256-4005 

Kathy Johnston, Deputy Service Officer 
weasle1@rogers.com 
613-828-2314 

Canadian Veterans' Crisis Line 
800-273-8255 
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Military Service Recognition Book  
 
Recognize our Veterans 

As the “Keepers of Remembrance,” Ontario Command is proud to publish an annual Military 
Service Recognition Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans in Ontario, who have 
either served or are still serving in our Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied 
Forces. 

We invite you to visit our branch to obtain more information regarding this Remembrance program 
and more importantly, to submit a story and photo of a Veteran. Everyone is welcome to submit a 
story, including Veterans, relatives or friends. 

Drop off or send your histories and 
stories at the branch. We accept them 
year-round. Please do not drop them off 
or mail them to our Provincial Command 
Office.  

This project not only produces an annual 
Military Service Recognition Book, but 
also raises funds through a telephone 
appeal to the general public and through 
advertising sales. 

The book publisher, Fenety Marketing, 
conducts a telephone appeal on our 
behalf to private citizens and the 
business community throughout Ontario. 

Funds raised through the program are 
being utilized to support various Veterans 
Transition Programs that in turn will assist 
our Veterans who suffer from various 
challenges they face through their day to 
day lives. 
 
We invite you to share your story or the 
story of a loved one. For more 
information including an introduction to 
the book and a fact sheet, and to learn 
how to submit your story, please click on 
the following link. 
https://www.on.legion.ca/remembrance/military-service-recognition-book 
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Volunteer Appreciation Week – April 18-24, 2021 
By Comrade Victor W.S. Chan, LCdr(ret’d), CD, KStG 
 
Have you ever met someone who just does things for other people or supports something outside 
themselves? If you’ve ever been to an RCL branch, you surely have. At Branch 641, everyone from our 
executive and committee members, the people who clean the premises, the people planning and 
preparing Friday dinners, the ones behind the bar and those who step up for special case efforts to 
help deliver RCL gifts at Christmas to our local area seniors to bring a little joy to Perley residents, to 
organize games nights for darts, euchre or cribbage, to help with Cleaning Up the Capital, to help at our 
bingo fundraising efforts, or to help raise poppy funds during the Remembrance observance period, are 
all members of the branch who volunteer and freely give their time and probably personal resources 
and/or applicable talents. Sure, some do it for the rewards, organizational or governmental accolades, 
or outright self-gratification, some do it to get out of the house for a while and meet other people, and 
some just do it with a sense of responsibility in their hearts because they feel that if they don’t then who 
else will. 
 
With pandemic restrictions in force for over the past year, we may not have been able to hold Friday- 
night dinners, or visit the Perley or the local seniors’ homes, or hold our weekly games nights, but we 
did have people volunteer to prep and fundraise over the Remembrance period, unseen volunteers did 
continue to clean and maintain our branch whether we were open or not, and when we were open, our 
bartenders were right there with cheery smiles under their face masks, ready to take our orders for 
libations or snacks. We had branch members take part in volunteer activities outside the realm of the 
branch, be it to pick up groceries for a friend, shovel snow from a neighbour’s driveway, bring someone 
to a medical appointment, be an usher at church for a smaller than normal service, donate to a food 
bank or get involved on a grander scale with Ottawa’s or the province’s COVID-19 response efforts.  
 
It has been a difficult year all around, mostly filled with isolation and distancing. It’s time to bend that a 
little, and to acknowledge that isolation doesn’t mean there haven’t been people in the background 
helping make things even just a tiny little bit better or easier for us, for one and for all. These people are 
the very heart behind the people in charge. Here’s to the value and the power of the Volunteer!  
 
Volunteer Appreciation Week runs from April 18 to 24 
this year. Whether cleaning the branch, working the bar, 
fundraising, helping a neighbour or friend, or getting 
involved with a COVID-19 response effort, volunteers 
are the people who raised their hands and answered the 
call to help.  
 
We thank you all, not just during Volunteer Appreciation 
Week but year-round. Know that your efforts, no matter 
how big or small, are very much appreciated, and that 
you are indeed the brightest of our shining stars.  
 
At Branch 641, we all         our great and wonderful 
volunteers! 
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A Bit of Easter Humour 

 
 

 

Notes from the Editor 
 
On March 18, we lost a one-of-a-kind human being – Victor Chan. Not only was he  
a member of our branch, he was so much more, to so many people. He wore many  
hats: a husband, a brother, a proud Veteran, an advocate for Veterans. He was a  
nature lover, a friend to many. Victor’s infectious smile and quick wit drew people in and kept 
them close. He was a gentleman, and a gentle man. Victor was a regular contributor to this 
newsletter, submitting three articles this month, prior to his passing. I will miss receiving his 
monthly articles, which always showed passion for his topics and the depth of research of his 
subject matter. 
 
Following his passing, there was an outpouring of love and sadness for Victor on our group 
Facebook page. Here are just a few of the comments: 
 
“Victor was the most compassionate person I am so grateful to have met.” 
“Victor Chan served Canada with honour, determination & distinction in @RoyalCanNavy” 
“I will miss his smile, sharp wit & kindness to all who knew him. He always asked about family & 
was especially kind to those with special needs.” 
“Victor always had time to listen, to ask about our family, had the most infectious sense of 
humour, that beautiful smile and one of the kindest human beings I have ever met” 
“He was a great person and we should all be thankful for what he did for our Legion” 
“A true humanitarian and veteran’s advocate” 
 
Victor Chan, we will miss you – we will always remember you. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


