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The President’s Message  
 

Comrades 
  
It has been a slow month as far as our branch 
operation is concerned. However, we remain 
closed until further notice which, according to the 
Ontario Reopening Plan, will extend into late July.  
We are hopeful that our number of COVID-19 in 
Ontario will continue to decrease and that we will 
be allowed to reopen earlier.  Please note that we 
are still COVID-19 free and no one has reported 

being ill.  
  
Following our Virtual Special General Meeting, we sent our proposal to pay for the first deposit to Phoenix 
Homes to Ontario Command for support and currently await their approval and confirmation. We also sent 
our proposal to change our term of office to a one-year term to Ontario Command for approval and do not 
expect any problems. We will let you know as soon as we receive a reply.  
  
Financially, we are doing very well. I’m happy to report that for the month of May, we received close to 
$12,000 through the rent subsidy program and a refund of our per capita paid to Ontario and Dominion 
Command. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the office of our MPP Lisa MacLeod as they helped 
move forward our application to the Ontario Small Business Grant, which resulted in an additional $20,000 
being paid to our branch.  
  
Our kitchen has been repaired and is once again functional. On Side Restoration did an outstanding job and 
when we will reopen again, please take the time to view our new kitchen.   
  
That is all for now and stay safe.  
  
Stéphane Guy 
President RCL Branch 641 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
 
Always do the right thing 
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Membership Update 
 
We've reached 560 members which was our total at the end of last year. Thanks to everyone who 
renewed or joined our branch. If you are thinking of joining, the rate will be $25 on the first of July. This 
does not apply to renewals. 
 
Renew and prepay for a bird feeder promo. Lapsed members who renew for 2021 and prepay for an 
additional two or more years will receive a free Poppy bird feeder. This offer was mailed to 50,000 
lapsed members and emailed to over 20,000 lapsed members in June. 
 
If you have any questions about your membership, please feel free to contact me. 
 
David St Amand 
Membership Chair 
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Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position Chair Position  Chair 

President Stéphane Guy Honours and Awards Bert Boehme 

Immediate Past President Bert Boehme 
Hospital Visits  
Co-ordinator 

Louise Laflamme 

1st Vice President  Dave Sereda Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

2nd Vice President Dave Cole Housing Dave Sereda 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy 
Leadership and 
Development 

Bert Boehme 

Chairman Dave Cole Legion Seniors Eric Ellis 

Treasurer Jim Duff Long Range Planning Ed Schelenz 
Secretary Pam Hall Membership David St Amand 

Sergeant at Arms Lyle Brennan Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz 

Bar Officer Dave Sereda Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen 

Branch Service Officer Lorette Ellis Public Relations (Website, Debi Sereda 
Cadets Dave Sereda Scrapbook, Bulletin)  

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs 

Constitution and Laws Dave Cole Ways and Means Joe Guitard 
Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 

Grants and Assistance Dave Voisey   

    
Branch Advisor Gus Este Chaplain for Legion 

Tributes 
 

Reverend Margo 
Whittaker 

 
E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

November 2020 
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Virtual Garage Sale for Branch 641  
 
Because of the pandemic, it has been impossible to do a fundraiser for our branch. So, I decided to 
introduce a virtual Garage Sale. 
 
I have been fortunate enough to receive lots of donations 
(art, jewellery, purses and bags, collectibles, glassware) 
from our members who are happy to help raise money for 
the branch. Through sales of these donations, I have 
raised $2,700 for the branch. At the June 7, 2021 
Executive Meeting, I presented a cheque for $1,700 to 
our president, Stéphane Guy. Funds will go to the Land 
and Building Fund. This is in addition to the $1,000 
presentation made in October 2020.  
 
Thank you very much for all the donations everyone. I 
couldn’t have done this without all your help. 
 
I made a website to share with everyone, so if you are interested in checking it out, just click on the 
following link: https://rclbr641.wixsite.com/virtualgaragesale. If you want more information on any of 
the items listed on the website, click on the “Contact us” tab and send me an email. 
 
Cheers and stay safe 
 
Angele Guy  
Organizer of the Virtual Garage Sale for Branch 641 Barrhaven 
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Cadets 

This month, we will learn more about the 2958 Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps. 

2958 Cadet Corps began in 1971 as an independent company along with a similar independent 
company at the Greely Legion Hall. Both companies were in fact administered as subunits of 2360 
Cameron Highlanders at the Drill Hall in the mid 1970s. The parent unit at this time was 2360 
Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa Cadet Corps. 2360 Cameron Highlanders was a very large unit 
nearly 200 strong. Both Greely-based corps had their origins as independent companies to bring 
the cadet program to suburban youth (in the hope of attracting recruits from the recently disbanded 
South Carleton High School Cadet Corps, a platoon was opened at Brooklane School, near 
Meadowlands Drive and Woodroffe Avenue in Nepean). To conform with Central Region 
Headquarters policy, the 2958 Corps was re-formed as an independent unit in 1978 with the 
administration and supply offices located in the basement of the first Commanding Officer, the late 
Captain Harold Brazeau. This arrangement lasted for a couple of years until the adoption of 
sponsorship by the South Carleton Branch 314 of the Royal Canadian Legion, after which quarters 
were made available in the basement of the Branch 314 building in Manotick.  

The Corps has faced challenges since its inception having met at various times in school 
gymnasiums and the meeting room at the Rideau Township Arena. Although deficient in many of 
the features taken for granted by Cadet Corps using DND facilities, the arrangements improved 
dramatically with the use of the basement rooms of the South Carleton Branch 314 in Manotick. 
That was the situation until June 2005, when the Legion Hall in Manotick was destroyed by fire. 
The Corps temporarily used the facilities at the Kars R.A. Centre. The Corps worked to help build a 
new Legion Hall in Manotick. The Corps was using the basement of the newly built Legion until 
June 2019 when due to low recruitment numbers from surrounding youth and a significant lack of 
space resulted in the Corps seeking a new venue. In September 2019, the Corps transitioned to 
Barrhaven which is the largest growing community in the Ottawa Region. The Corps was able to 
facilitate a temporary location with the Conseil des écoles publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario (CEPEO) 
at Michaëlle Jean Public School.  

The Corps’ original affiliation with the Cameron Highlanders of Ottawa continues to be reflected in 
some of our trophies and other memorabilia. In 1990 the Cadet Corps changed affiliation to that of 
763 Communications Regiment and in 1997 we changed affiliation to that of the 30th Field 
Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery. The Corps has had 10 Commanding Officers following Captain 
Brazeau. They are Captain John Gazeley, Captain Miles Williams, the late Captain Colin Moore, 
the late Captain Brian Bowman, Captain Ken Scobie, Captain Robert Clarke, Captain John Dewis, 
and Captain Robert Hutchingame, and Captain Elizabeth Hailstone. The current Commanding 
Officer is Captain Konrad Shourie.  

The 2958 Cadet Corps is extremely active in the community, assisting such organizations and 
events as the Legion Poppy Campaign, Remembrance Day Parades and Vigils, Kiwanis Club 
Christmas Tree Sales, assistance to the Watson’s Mill, and provides assistance for community 
events such as Shiverfest and Dickinson Days. In 1998, the Corps provided assistance to Rideau 
Township during the ice storm.  
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In September 2019 the corps moved to its new training location at Michael Jean Elementary school 
due to the growth in corps membership with the optional programming such as marksmanship and 
biathlon programs continuing at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 314 in Manotick, Ontario. We 
have renewed our relationships with our existing sponsors and welcomed new one in the 
Barrhaven area with the addition of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 641.  
 
Cadets is a federally-sponsored program for young Canadians ages 12 to 18 who are interested in 
participating in a variety of challenging and rewarding activities, and learning more about the 
Canadian Forces. Cadets are encouraged to become active, responsible members of their 
communities. They learn valuable life and work skills like teamwork, leadership, and citizenship. 
Cadets also reap the personal benefits of increased self-confidence and physical fitness, learning 
how to take initiative, and how to make decisions. Cadets make valuable contributions to Canadian 
society on a daily basis in terms of environmental, citizenship and community activities. There are 
no registration fees, dues or cost for the uniforms or for the basic Cadet Program.  
 
Cadets and parents are encouraged to participate in fundraising. Cadets are not part of the 
Canadian Forces, nor is there any expectation for them to join the military. Cadets and parents are 
encouraged to participate in fundraising.  
 
The program is also divided according to its training period:  
 
Local training - Cadets participate in training on a weekly basis during the regular school year (Sept 
- June) on an average of one night a week, plus optional weekend training depending on their 
interests.  
 
Summer training - There are a total of 24 cadet summer training centres (CSTC) located across 
Canada. Approximately 21 000 course cadets receive training and 2500 staff cadets are employed 
each summer in the 24 CSTCs and abroad on cultural and training exchanges. 
 
Captain/Capitaine K.L. Shourie, MOM, MB 
  
Commanding Officer 2958 - 1st Anti-Tank Regiment RCA/Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps 
Canadian Armed Forces/Government of Canada 
konrad.shourie@cadets.gc.ca / Cell:  613 240 1444 
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Best Wishes for Our Comrades 
 
What do you get a couple, 
Gus and Olive Este, who 
celebrated their 68th wedding 
anniversary, who claim to 
have everything they need in 
this COVID-distanced world? 
You arrange a drive-by to 
bring friends, comrades and 
neighbours to help them 
celebrate. Cards and gifts 
were dropped off and many 
good wishes were shared 
with this much- loved couple. 
 

Olive and Gus were 
surprised and truly thankful 
for and to their friends, 
comrades and neighbours 
who were able to briefly 
share a part of the day with 
them, even if everyone had 
to be appropriately masked 
and distanced. It is a memory they will hold on to for a very long time. Congratulations from all your 
friends and comrades. 
 

* * * 
 
On Saturday, June 12, a drive-by was organized to wish a 
friend and comrade, Jason Robertson, happy birthday 
wishes.  
 
Since November 7, 2020, Jason has been fighting a neuro 
invasive virus which resulted in inflammation of the brain and 
spinal cord (meningitis and encephalitis). It caused a rapid 
onset of acute flaccid paralysis. For weeks Jason was in the 
ICU, followed by months of intensive rehab to regain strength 
in his body. In February 2021, it was determined that the 
cause of his paralysis was the result of a tick bite. Since 
finally returning home in April 2021, Jason has continued to 
work hard to strengthen his body. He has a long road ahead 
but with the help of his amazing wife Angela, son Ben and 
many kind and supportive family members and friends, he 
won’t be alone. Keep up the good work Jason.  
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Barrhaven Legion Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the Barrhaven 
Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved with your name 

and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall in Valour Hall. 
 

Bricks are available in three denominations: 
 

Copper $250 
Silver $500 
Gold $1,000 

 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour a Veteran, a family 

member or friend. For more information, please contact  
Debi Sereda - debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 
 

Summer is here and we are all loving it. What would really make us most happy is for our 
branch to re-open so we can see our Legion friends once again. Hopefully it won’t be long  
till this happens. I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
Despite our doors being closed, our volunteers have been busy behind the scenes. The executive 
committee has continued to meet to discuss the business of our branch and continues the planning for our 
new clubhouse as you read about in the President’s Message on page 1. Other volunteers have been 
checking the branch each day to ensure the branch is safe and clean. When we re-open we will have a 
brand new kitchen – thanks to all the volunteers who made this happen. 
 
Stay safe everyone and enjoy your summer! 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


