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I am honoured to assume the  
position of President of Branch  
641 Barrhaven, after having been  
your 1

st
 Vice President these past  

two years. I look forward to serving  
you in a more responsible position  
and continuing to ensure we maintain  
a vibrant, financially sound and fun  
Branch that serves its membership,  
Veterans and community. 
  
I would like first to thank our Past President Ed Schelenz 
for an outstanding past two years of service and for his 
guidance to help prepare me for the President's 
responsibilities. I also thank those of the outgoing 
Executive for their outstanding support of our Branch 
these past two years and to the new Executive for 
stepping forward to help the Branch. I am looking 
forward to serving with you.  
 
This is the start of my first year of our two-year term, and 
I ask for your continued support of your Branch. I remind 
you that our Branch runs on volunteers, and I thank the 
many volunteers that have so greatly contributed to this 
Branch's success. I would also ask that we all consider 
where we might best contribute. We are always asking 
for volunteers to help; but, you can also support your 
Branch by coming out for the activities such as our 
Friday night dinners and dance. We do not expect you to 
come out every Friday, but if you try one every couple of 
months you will see what a bargain you are getting for 
your money and you will also get to know our other 
members. I once again congratulate Cmrd Darrell 
Bartraw and his Hospitality team that has made these 
events such a success.  
 
Another way to support your Branch is to sign-up for our 
11th annual golf tournament which takes place on 
August 11 at Cedarhill Golf and Country Club for an 
affordable $150.00 for two. Thanks to Cmrd Dave 
Sereda for organizing this event. 
 

My focus in the short term will be on the maintenance/ 
upkeep of our Branch Club House. Our Housing Officer, 
Cmrd Tom Lamb has already started to undertake a 
survey of our housing needs and to prioritize any 
needed work and improvements. Let him know if you 
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have any concerns or suggested improvements to our 
facility. We must also boost our membership. 
Unfortunately, our membership has fallen. I remind 
everyone to sign up if not yet done, do it now!! If 
possible, bring a friend or family member to the Branch 
to see the advantages of membership. We are also 
initiating a PR initiative in the community papers to help 
entice new members to our Branch.  Comrade Debi 
Sereda is capably pushing this effort. As well, Dominion 
Command is implementing a new on-line membership 
registration system to better facilitate enrollments.  
Comrade Dave St Amand will be leading this 
implementation within our Branch.  
 
In the longer term, and of particular importance to me, is 
the need to advance our two long-term goals. The first is 
to create a community memorial park to honour 
Veterans who gave their lives in the service of Canada. 
This has been a goal of our Branch for many years and 
will greatly help to ensure we never forget the sacrifices 
made by our Veterans. I chair a community committee 
that looks to realize this goal. The second project, which 
also needs all our support and attention, is determining 
our future club house needs, developing how those 
needs will be addressed and determining how we might 
best achieve that goal.  Comrade Ernie Hughes as 2nd 
Vice will lead this effort.  
 
As always, I thank and call on all our members to get 
involved in the many fundraising activities undertaken at 
the Branch. The Poppy Campaign needs your support, 
time and energy.  Comrade Stéphane Guy, our Poppy 
Chair and his Deputy, Comrade Ross Stephen, will soon 
be calling for help. Catch-The-Ace is also a fun way to 
not only win some money, but to also support our 
Branch and community. How about joining the Bingo 
Team, that has been instrumental in raising thousands 
of dollars. See Comrade Ed Schelenz if you wish to 
help. Those activities provide and allow us to support 
Branch activities, but importantly, they provide us the 
ability to support Veterans, cadets, community 
organizations and groups, hospitals and many others. 
Last year alone our Branch donated $97,000 to help 
Veterans and our community. Let us keep up this 
outstanding effort. 
 
On a more immediate note, six members of the 
Executive and I attended the 50th Provincial Convention 
of the RCL in London, Ontario May 13-16, 2017. Of 
interest, a sponsored Branch 641 motion to expand … 
 
Continued on page 16 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE         Page 2 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To start, of course my usual rant about the weather. It seems that our  
climate is really changing and we are in the “monsoon season.” Hold on . . .  
it looks like the sun has arrived! 
 
I’ve decided to write on an unusual topic this month—the Power of Words spoken from our mouths 
or written because they have great power for good or evil. Words can really hurt. Speak about what 
you want, not what you have, and pay attention to what we are saying . . . and please let us stop 
talking about negative things. Stay positive! Why? Because what comes out of our big mouth, or 
write on paper, reflects what’s in our heart. Don’t speak untruth, don’t blame and don’t defame as 
that kind of wrong talk is hurting everyone around us. Think hard, because we are depressing and 
dishonouring, not only others but ourselves. We are in fact speaking to ourselves (we are the 
experts about ourselves!) Remember words give us awesome power, so there are times when we 
are going to have to zip our lip. 
 
How about using that incredible power to speak positively—to build people up, to compliment, to 
give thanks. We should all seek and see the good of people and ourselves in all kinds of situations. 
Be thankful and say so. Be grateful for everything we have, whatever the circumstances, good or 
bad. Don’t forget to encourage and edify because we all need encouragement. Always tell the truth. 
But also let us be quiet and listen, slow to speak and not to get angry. What is our mouth saying 
about ourselves (and what is God saying to us). 
 
As your Chaplain, I want you to know that I love you all. The next time we open our mouths, let’s 
remember before we speak. The Bible says “the truth will set you free.” 

 
In His Service 
 
Ray 
 
 
 
 

Ray Desjardins 

 

REFLECTIONS –  
June 2017 – The Power of Words 
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Honours/Awards and Special Recognition (HA&SR) Committee 
 

Comrades: 
 
The HA&SR Committee exists to identify fellow comrades or friends of our branch that are deserving of 
recognition or an award for services rendered. The Committee for 2017-2019 consists of the following 
comrades: Past Presidents Ray Desjardins, Ernie Hughes, Gus Este, Dave Sereda, myself and ex-officio 
President Bert Boehme. The Committee will be assisted by Comrades Dave Palmer and Kathy Johnston.  
 
The available list of Honours and Awards is as follows: 
 

Legion 
Certificate of Appreciation 
Certificate of Merit 
Branch Service Medal 
Life Membership                                                  
MSM, Palm Leaf 
Legion Friendship Award    
Branch Special Legion Award Plaque 
Media Award 
 
Province of Ontario Honours 
Order of Ontario  
Ontario Medal for Good Citizenship  
Province of Ontario Volunteers (Youths & 
Adults) 

Other Awards 
Order of Ottawa     
Meritorious Service Decoration (Civilian) 
Medal, Cross 
VAC Minister’s Commendation   
Polar Medal 
Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers 

 

 
The committee encourages all comrades to identify and provide a recommendation to the HA&SR 
committee of persons or organizations they feel are deserving of our recognition. We ask that you look into 
the requirements for the award you are recommending and ensure that the member you are recommending 
meets those requirements. If you need assistance researching an award, reach out to one of our committee 
members who will be happy to help out. Please provide any recommendation in writing. Point form is 
acceptable. More information on Honours and Awards can be found in the RCL, Ontario Command, 
Officer’s Manual, pg. 58. 
 

Ed Schelenz CD 
HA&SR Committee Chairman 
June 2017 
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Canada and the Dunkirk Evacuation: May-June 1940 
 
With the new movie “Dunkirk” hitting theatres July 21, I thought it would be a good time to take a 
closer look at the role that the Canadian Army played in that event.  
 
The German army had quickly overrun the Low Countries in the spring of 1940. The allied forces 
consisting of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF), French and Belgian Armies were being forced 
into a small area around the Pas de Calais. In front of them was a formidable mobile German 
Army, to their rear the English Channel. 
 
On May 23, 1940, the Canadian 1st Division became involved in the conversation. No decision 
had yet been taken to evacuate the troops from the continent. Supply and communication lines 
were in jeopardy in the Calais/Dunkirk area. There were hopes that the 1st Canadian Brigade 
(Royal Canadian Regiment, Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment and the 48th Highlanders) 
would be able to go to the continent to help re-establish the supply lines. They were put on 
emergency notice to get ready to head to France. 
 
LGen. McNaughton, 
commander of the 
1st Canadian 
Division, sailed to 
France that night to 
survey the situation. 
His ship was 
attacked several 
times en route to 
Calais and Dunkirk. 
He sailed back to 
England that night to 
get approval to send 
in his troops, but by 
that time, the fluid 
situation in France 
had changed. It was 
decided that the 
small Canadian force 
could not materially 
change the situation 
in France and would 
be required for the 
eventual defence of 
England. Adding more troops would only make the situation worse. 
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The evacuation of the troops around Dunkirk was now underway, eventually allowing some 
338,000 troops to make it back to England. The story of the Canadian involvement, however, took 
a turn. In early June 1940, Winston Churchill, in a political attempt to bolster French morale and 
take some pressure off the troops defending Dunkirk, announced that a second force would be  
sent to France. Canadian troops were again part of the solution with the 1st brigade landing in 
Brest on June 12, and immediately headed eastward. 
 
Early on June 14, less than two days after Canadian troops landed, French Forces on the 
continent announced their capitulation. British High Command wisely decided that all remaining 
troops would now be evacuated. The need to leave France quickly, coupled with a lack of 
shipping, meant that much of the new equipment and vehicles brought over with the Canadian 
force would have to be destroyed rather than fall into enemy hands. One of the more peculiar 
casualties was “Little Chief,” a 7ft, 500lb pewter cigar store Indian, which was the mascot of the 
Hastings and Prince Edward regiment. Famed author Farley Mowat, who was a member of the 
unit, recalls that they buried Little Chief in a ditch. In haste, its location was not properly recorded 
and to this day is still buried somewhere in Western France.  
 

 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo (right) of Chief Petawawa Much who 
replaced the lost Little Chief in 1940. Someone 
in the regiment reportedly managed to get the 

mascot his own Social Insurance Number. 
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At our June General Meeting, 
President Bert Boehme presented 
Past Poppy Chair, Sharon 
Wilson, with her 10 year Ontario 
Volunteer Service Award.  
  

At our May General Meeting, our 
amazing Hospitality Volunteers were 

presented with Certificates of 
Appreciation for all their hard work.  

We Love Our Volunteers and We Show it! 
  

At our May General Meeting, then President Ed 
Schelenz presented the following Volunteers 
with Certificates of Appreciation:  
Top left: Comrade Caroline Boily 
Centre: Veteran Service/Branch Service 
Officer, Victor Chan 
Right: Entertainment, Hospitality, Special 
Events Chair, Darrell Bartraw 
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After postponing this event for three weeks 
in a row due to rain, we finally all got 
together to clean up our stretch of 
Fallowfield Road. We managed to collect 
enough to fill the back of a pick-up truck 
which Bill Craig kindly took to the dump for 
us. We ended the good morning with a 
pizza lunch for all the hard workers.  

May’s New Members – Welcome! 
  

Past President Ed Schelenz presents Membership 
Chair Dave St Amand with the Early Bird Award 
and 100 Percent Membership Renewal Award. 
  

Some of our new members (not all members were 
present and are not in the same order as shown in 
the photo) Andrew Stephen Mills, Bruce William 
Hunt, Lyle Patrick Brennan, Maria Donato, Michael 
Kenneth Ward, Richard Hugh Lynn, Ronald G 
Cheesman, Wayne Houle, Zelda Colley  
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Heading into Canada Day 2017 
By Comrade Victor W.S. Chan, LCdr(ret’d), CD, KStG, Br 641 Veteran’s Service Officer 
 
We’re heading into the July 1 long weekend with Canada Day and our 150

th
 anniversary as a nation, and I can’t help 

but reminisce a little about our living history in my time and that of my parents and grandparents. Those of us old guys 
born well before the 1980s may remember that Canada Day wasn’t always Canada Day. Some of us may remember 
that our national holiday was once called Dominion Day. Some immigrants know July 1 as the day they were sworn in 
as Canadian citizens. Some folks observe July 1 for something else. 

 
Canada was born as a nation on July 1, 1867 when the British North America Act joined the three British North 
American colonies of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the United Province of Canada (Ontario and Quebec) into one 
country under the name of Canada. A year after Confederation, on June 20, 1868, Governor General Lord Monck 
signed a proclamation requesting the Canadian subjects of Her Majesty celebrate July 1. Eleven years later, on May 
15, 1879, a federal law made July 1 a statutory holiday as the anniversary of Confederation which was later named 
Dominion Day. June 24, 1880 saw the first performance of the patriotic song known as “Chant national” in Quebec 
City. 
 
Canada’s national holiday wasn’t officially 
observed until our 50

th
 anniversary of 

Confederation in 1917, after Canada had 
seen some successful military campaigns, 
such as Vimy Ridge, in WW1, and we 
started to feel the pride of a young, 
emerging nation. The Parliament buildings 
were under construction at that time, and 
were dedicated to the Fathers of 
Confederation and to the bravery of the 
Canadians who fought in Europe during 
WW1. 
 
We must not have been a nation big on 
celebrating ourselves. Some folks may 
recall that in 1946, a private member’s bill 
was put forward to rename Dominion Day as 
Canada Day, but was stalled in the Senate and eventually died when it came back to the House of Commons. Even 
the celebrations were low-key local occasions until 1958, when then Prime Minister John Diefenbaker asked the 
Secretary of State to “put together appropriate events.”  
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And then came Canada’s Centennial year in 1967. Lester B. Pearson was the Prime Minister, and in addition to the 
Dominion Day celebrations on Parliament Hill, we also had Expo 67 in Montreal, and a visit from Charles De Gaulle, 
the president of France, who spoke the words, “Vive le Quebec libre” (long live free Quebec) that were publicly 
countered by Pearson saying that Canadians were already free. On March 15, a Special Joint Committee of the 
Senate and the House of Commons approved “O Canada,” originally composed in 1880 as “Chant national” as 
Canada’s national anthem – it took until 1980, a hundred years after it was composed, for the current version of “O 
Canada” to be officially recognized as Canada’s national anthem. Governor General Georges Vanier died while in 
office on March 5 and Roland Michener took over by April. We had a visit from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II as part 
of the Centennial celebrations on Parliament Hill. The Order of Canada was established on April 17 with Roland 
Michener becoming its first inductee on July 1 before presiding over the investiture of 90 more recipients including 
notable Canadians such as Vincent Massey, Wilder Penfield, Alex Colville, and Maurice Richard. Our pockets and 
wallets all had some of those snappy new coins minted for our Centennial year, with a dove, rabbit, fish, and cougar 
replacing the usual maple leaf, beaver, Bluenose, and caribou.  It was also the year that the Toronto Maple Leafs won 
their 13

th
 (and so far, last) Stanley Cup in an all-Canadian playoff against the Montreal Canadians.  

 
Events and celebrations around Dominion Day were much quieter the next few years. Well, sort of, until 1982. Two 
things happened in 1982. The first started in England on May 29 when the British parliament passed the Canada Act 
and then followed up in Ottawa on April 17 when Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
signed the Constitution Act. This allowed Canada to amend its own constitution without approval from Britain, making 
Canada its own independent nation. The second happened on July 9, 1982 with only 13 of the 282 parliamentarians 
sitting in the House of Commons. A private member’s bill (Bill C-201), stalled after its first reading in May 1980, was 
passed and Dominion Day was renamed Canada Day. The name Canada Day was officially recognized on October 
27, 1982. The bill passed in 1982 succeeded where the 1946 attempt to change the name had not. Here we were with 
a new Constitution and a new name to celebrate our national Birthday.  
 
Ten years later, in 1992 with Canada’s 125

th
 anniversary, we had come out of Kuwait and the Persian Gulf War in 

1991, and entered a peacekeeping mission in the Balkans and a humanitarian mission in Somalia. What became 
known as the Somalia Affair happened in 1993 and resulted in the disbanding of the Canadian Airborne Regiment.  
 
Roberta Bondar became the first Canadian woman in space in 1992. An Iraq-supported religious group stormed the 
Iranian embassy in the Centretown neighbourhood of Ottawa. A two-year ban on cod fishing off the Grand Banks came 
into effect when Northern Cod resources fell to 1 per cent of its numbers. Joe Shuster, the creator of Superman, 
passed away. And the Ottawa Senators played their first NHL game on October 8 against the Montreal Canadians in 
the Ottawa Civic Centre … and won 5 to 3. 
 
Now, it’s 2017 and 25 years later, and here we are, getting ready to celebrate another Canada Day milestone – the 
150

th
 anniversary of Confederation. Before we get caught up on a singular perception of Canada Day, it is important to 

recognize that July 1 can mean different things to different people. To most of us, it is a day of celebration across the 
country. For some, it is a day to bring out the old arguments about the name change from Dominion Day to Canada 
Day. To some, it is the day they swore the oath of Canadian citizenship. In Quebec, it is Moving Day as fixed term 
leases expire and new ones come into effect.  
 
To the people of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador, it is also Memorial Day – a solemn day observed long 
before Newfoundland was inducted into Canada in 1949. Memorial Day commemorates the losses of July 1, 1916 
when the 758 soldiers and 23 officers of the 1

st
 Newfoundland Regiment saw nearly 90 per cent of its force dead, dying 

or wounded in the first half hour of fighting on the first day of the four-month offensive known as the Battle of the 
Somme in Beaumont-Hamel France. Only 68 men from the 1

st
 Newfoundland Regiment came to roll call the next day 

on July 2, 1916. While Vimy Ridge is often seen as a sacrifice that strengthened Canadian nationhood, Beaumont-
Hamel is seen as Newfoundland’s Gallipoli, and defines the tragedy and horrors of war.  
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Make Yourself at Home in Valour Hall 
 

Our comfortable Valour Hall easily seats 
up to 100 people for dinner. Rental space 
is available on Saturday and Sundays and 
some evenings for weddings, receptions, 
parties, showers, and more. 

Book early – our reasonable rates are 
very attractive! 
 
For more info please contact Cathy Pearen (pearen7101@rogers.com) or 
leave a message at the Branch (613-843-8691). 

 

June 26, 2017 Draw 
Winner – Bev Mayhew 

Won 20% Weekly Sales - $86 
Selected Card #19 

Jackpot Now at 
$1,125 

Plus 30% Weekly Sales 
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 General Meetings 

 
All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These 

are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and August 
when we take a brief summer break.  

 

The next General Meeting is September 19, 2017.  
 

 

Executive Branch Officers 2017-2019 
Bert Boehme President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Ed Schelenz Immediate Past President, 

Honours and Awards 
613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 

Stéphane Guy 1st Vice-President 613-797-7021 stguy35@gmail.com 
Ernie Hughes 2nd Past President, Long 

Range Planning 
613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 

Tom Lamb  3rd Vice-President 613-825-4957  w_tom_lamb@sympatico.ca 
Martha Walsh Recording Secretary 613-523-3798 martha@ckcufm.com 
Kathy Johnston Constitution and Laws, Office 

Administrator  
613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 

Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641@hotmail.com 
Serge Peters  Sergeant at Arms  613 825-4106  ross4755@gmail.com 
David Cole Chairman 613-858-3845  dm58.cole@gmail.com 
Ray Desjardins  Chaplain/Hospital Visits  613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 
    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2017-2019 
Kevin Whale Bar Officer 613-581-3828 
Dwayne Hordij Branch Historian 613-793-0123 
Chantale Bolt Bursary, Youth Education  613-608-2438 
Amanda Fuchs Cadets and Scouts 613-316-3532 
Gus Este  Community Liaison  613-825-1168 
Darrell Bartraw Entertainment, Hospitality, Special Events 613-298-9119 
Danny Desmarais Finance 613-823-5439 
Debbie Conley  Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
Tom Lamb   Housing 613-825-4957 
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
David St Amand Membership Chairman  613-825-7310 
Stéphane Guy  Poppy Chairman 613-797-7021 
Keith Sinclair Poppy Trust Fund 613-440-3258 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer/Bulletin Editor 613-825-4118  
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-825-0039 
Jackie Fuchs  Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Victor Chan Veterans Service, Branch Service Officer, Training 

and Organization Development  
613-825-8269 

Angele Guy Ways and Means, Scrapbook Editor 613-797-7029 
 
 
Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month. 
General Meetings are held every third Tuesday at 7 p.m. from September to June.  
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There are still spaces left 
to play in this year’s golf 

tournament 
 

Don’t miss out -- sign-up 
now!  
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
Summer is all about friends, family and relaxing. Many of us will be heading to  
cottages and lakes, and some of us will have “staycations” where we can take a 
breath, smell the roses and enjoy some long-awaited R&R at home.  
 
As always, we are open for business on Canada Day. We will have music and BBQ “dogs and 
burgs” so please drop in and celebrate our country’s 150th birthday with your friends. 
 
Your Legion is open all summer and our fabulous dinners will be limited to twice a month as we 
know our members will be out and about. But don’t be a stranger! Pop in, have a cold one and say 
hello.  
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

The President’s Message 
Continued from page 1 
 
the award of the Cadet Medal of Excellence to Junior 
Rangers was passed and will move forward to the 
Dominion level for approval. I commend Cmrd Ernie 
Hughes for keeping this issue alive. This was also a 
great opportunity for members of the Executive to see 
how the RCL operates at the Provincial level and to 
discuss issues with comrades from all over Canada.  
 
Also, Cadet Annual Ceremonial Reviews were recently 
held. Our Branch was well represented by our out-going, 
Cmrd Chris Fuchs, and incoming Cmrd, Amanda Fuchs, 
Cadet Liaison officers, and myself to show our support 
for this vital and important youth program. 
  
 

A special congratulations is extended to Cmrds Lloyd 
Conley, Bill Craig, Jim Ireland, Gaylia Lee, Maureen 
Wheeler and Sharon Wilson for receiving the Ontario 
Volunteer Award for their outstanding work supporting 
our Legion – well done! The Awards were presented by 
MPP Nathalie Des Rosiers at a ceremony held at Tudor 
House June3, 2017. 
 
Remember, this is your Legion. Come out and enjoy. 
 
Have a great summer! 
 

Bert Boehme 
Supporting Veterans and Community 
 


