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Comrades, the first two months of our two-year term has been, in large part,  
very pleasant and I hope that it will be a representation of the months to come.  
I’m truly blessed with a very energetic executive committee, as all returning and  
new members have embraced their portfolio with a level of eagerness and  
professionalism to be proud of. Unfortunately, the passing of our dear comrade,  
Ray Desjardins, brought us back to reality which highlights the fact that we are still human and 
that we have to expect terrible news.    
 
As expected, our 1st Vice-President and I attended various enjoyable functions, including annual 
reviews of our three cadet corps where we presented $2,000 cheques to each corps and the 
presentation of the Cadet Medals of Excellence to the most deserving cadets. I also had the 
pleasure of attending the grand opening of the Barrhaven Food Cupboard’s new location at the 
Walter Baker Sports Complex. They now have a work area that is many times larger than their 
previous location, with enough space to sort and prepare the various packages of food. I also 
attended an event at the Nepean Museum where poppy plaques were presented to 16 Veterans 
who live in our area. The presentations were very respectful with a short description of the 
Veteran’s service and accomplishments.    
 
I would like to recognize three very successful events conducted in June and July. We hosted a 
high tea on June 9 which was such a good hit that our Hospitality team has promised to repeat 
the event a few times a year. We also had an outstanding Veteran’s Lunch with approximately 60 
guests who enjoyed entertainment by the Barrhaven Fiddleheads as well as a light lunch funded 
by our MPP Lisa McLeod, and served by our Hospitality crew. The last event was sadly the 
Legion Tribute of our departed comrade Ray, which was, considering the somber tone of the 
event, still a success, as key people came together to plan the ceremony in a way that was 
respectful and truly deserving of one of our founders and past president. We even had the 
unexpected visit of Retired General Lew MacKenzie who wished to pay his respect to a fellow 
member of the Order of St-George.   
 
Stéphane Guy, President 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
 

 

The President’s Message  

This and all past issues of The Advance can be viewed at: http://www.rcl641.ca/advance.html 

Stéphane Guy 
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DESJARDINS, R.E. (Ray)  
 
Born in Ottawa February 26, 1941, Ray went to be with his Lord and Saviour at the age of 78 June 
28, 2019. Predeceased by Carolyn, his wife of 49 years in 2011 and his sister, Jeanine (2009), his 
mother, Irene (1975) and father, Joe (1963). He is survived by his wife Rose and her family, 
daughter Michelle (Richard), son Steven (Seleena), brothers George (Ruth) and Mark (Ruth), as well 
as many nieces and nephews. Beloved Grandpa of Alex and Julie (Neil) Breslin. At the time he 
retired (1995) he was Director of Marketing USA and the Americas at External Affairs (Tourism 
Canada). He was the former Chair of the Board of Directors of the Perley & Rideau Veterans Health 
Centre Foundation. He was the founder and first president of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
641, Barrhaven. He was invested as a Knight Commander of The Order of St. George, as well as 
twice receiving The Queen's Jubilee medal. A Celebration of Life was held in the Chapel of the 
Metropolitan Bible Church, 2176 Prince of Wales Dr., on Saturday, July 13 at 11 a.m. There was 
also a service at the Barrhaven Legion, 3500 Fallowfield Road, Sunday, July 21 at 1 p.m. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to the Perley & Rideau Veterans' Hospital or the Royal Canadian 
Legion, Branch 641. Sharing memories and condolences may be made at www.capitalmemorial.ca 
 
 
 
    
 
 

Past President Bert Boehme presented Ray Desjardins with his Meritorious 
Service Medal at the April 2019 General Meeting.  
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In 2010, Ray wrote this “fairy tale” which shared the history and Ray’s vision for our little branch. Some things 
have changed (our membership is now 613, up from 297 in 2010) but his vision of a home for Veterans in 
Barrhaven is moving forward, in the capable hands of our president and Long- range Planning team.  
 

“I want to tell you a Fairy Tale. It is entitled, “A Tale from the Kingdom of Barrhavenland” and has a 
subtitle – The Branch that Shouldn’t, Couldn’t and Wouldn’t Happen 
 
Once upon a time (oh! about a decade or so ago) a Comrade from the Barony of Tedwyn made a 
comment that Barrhavenland should have a Legion Post House of its own, to a Comrade from the 
Barony of Larkin, one of its oldest shires. I tell you this because things move at a slow pace in Larkin. 
Eventually though, a third of a decade or so later, the Comrade from the Barony of Larkin did 
convene an assembly during the Summer Solstice of 2004 and invited the Comrade from Tedwyn, a 
Comrade from the Barony of Falk and a Comrade from the Barony of Holitman. At this gathering, a 
grand plan was discussed and began to take form to establish a Barrhavenland Legion Post House. 
Another meeting was held in the Barony of Falk where the dream was embellished and the first 
elements of a process developed. So convinced of their dream where these Comrades that they 
invited yet another to join them from the Barony of Pickwick. From that point forward, all future 
meetings were held in the Upper Room of the Comrade from Pickwick (there were rumours at the 
time, that this occurred mostly because of the availability of fine ale – but that alas is another story!) 
As the word got out that things were happening in Barrhavenland, the Naysayers began. Legion Post 
Houses are closing, others are uniting, and a New Legion Post House will just not make it. Trust us, 
we know – up and down the Command structure we know it just can’t be! Undeterred by the noise in 
the swamps, the stalwart Comrades pursued their dream. With little or no help or direction from 
anyone, they began to find 50 New Legionnaires to join their new Post House and by the Winter 
Solstice of 2004 were ready to seek Provisional Status.  
  
This was possible because of the help of a Wise Counsellor from the Barony of Ward 3, who not only 
became a New Member but helped to find a “dry” assembly hall at the right price, a place for us to 
Remember, hold events and even launch Poppy Campaigns. With such bold support, the intrepid 
Comrades moved forward and requested a Charter, which was granted by the Heralds of Dominion 
Command on April 22, 2005. That was the first time anybody from Command actually recognized the 
Legion Post House. The odyssey continued and more Wise Councillors from the Barony of Ward 22 
and Barrhaven Crossing brought the full weight of their support and assistance. The Naysayers 
continued, it couldn’t, it can’t, and it won’t survive. However, we grew – Why? Because of you! With 
no financial backing but our own, and the crafts and skills of our New Comrades, we opened our first 
Legion Post House in the Summer Solstice of 2007 (June 1, 2007). And guess what, because of the 
fine work done in the Upper Room, the soundness of our Plan of Business and the willingness of our 
Comrades to provide Maundy money we were solvent from day one at our first location. And why? 
Because of you Comrades.  
  
However, the Naysayers and the wicked witch were still predicting our doom. They accused, they 
even suggested mean things about you Comrades! And now here we are at round two, and everyone 
is still watching and saying, “Oh, they’re overextended … Oh, they’ve gone too far,” and of course, 
“Oh my, what a wonderful new location, how did they manage to make this happen and will it last?” 
Well, the same process we began in Barrhavenland has been used again. Our Comrades have given 
their all – finances, time, skills, and just plain hard work. Did it work? Yes. Was it easy? No. Is it going 
to continue? Yes, and why? Because of you Comrades. Here endeth the beginning of the Fairy Tale 
– but the dream lives on and it will be completed in 10-15 years. 
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Here we are at a juncture, five years into our Charter – 297 paid up members and growing. We are 
now the fifth largest of the 10 Branches in Zone G-5. Comrades, friends, it began with a big idea and 
a small group of people. You may have recognized some of them in the tale. But my heart swells with 
pride when I think what you and this Community have accomplished and will see through to the end. 
Some of us may not see it, but many here this afternoon will – what a glorious day that will be when 
we open our new Branch building and our affordable Veterans Housing units in this very special 
community. Comrades, celebrate what you have achieved together, clap your hands, and slap each 
other on the back (oops, careful some of us are a little frail.) 
 
You, me, us we are one of the great achievements and therefore real stories of the Royal Canadian 
Legion in the 21st century. Yet not a single photo has appeared in Legion Magazine, not a single 
level of Command has officially lauded or applauded our achievements. Our story is an inspiring one 
– it needs to be told because others can do it too. Yet you are the unknown heroes of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, unheralded, unhonoured, not even recognized. But I say to you, hold your head up 
high, be proud because you have shown that the Legion can not only survive, but thrive and grow so 
we are there when our New Veterans need us. We have grasped the Torch, we are holding it high 
and we will not break faith with those who have died, those who have served honourably and suffered 
terribly, or their dependents who need our help. Barrhaven Branch 641 will be there. Where the need 
is greatest, look for Branch 641 because We Will Remember Them all. Not one will ever be forgotten. 
 
Thank you, Comrades, I am humbled by your achievements and thankful to be one of you.” 
 
July 31/2010           R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
 

 

 

Branch 641 President Stéphane Guy and the Executive pay tribute and bid a final farewell to Comrade 
Ray Desjardins as he makes his final departure from the little branch he worked so hard to build. 
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A Message from Your New Chaplain 
 
Hello comrades  
 
I am taking this opportunity to introduce myself as your new branch  
chaplain. I already know many of you, because I have been a Legion  
member for more than 15 years. I have long enjoyed the conversation  
and companionship that Legion membership brings. I also have met  
many friends along the way. However, in my new role as chaplain I  
hope to meet the many comrades I haven’t yet gotten to know. Here are a few details 
to help you get to know me better. 
 
I am married, and father to four young girls. I currently serve full-time as a parish priest 
at Good Shepherd Anglican & Lutheran Church. We’re located in the Barrhaven 
Crossing Mall, just a few doors down from our Legion branch. It’s a unique location for 
a church, but it provides me with great opportunities to connect with the wider 
community which uses the mall. I’ve only been there five years, but have served as an 
Anglican priest in other churches since 2002. In my role as parish priest, I regularly 
lead services, visit the sick, and provide counsel. I enjoy what I do. 
 
My role as Legion Chaplain is a volunteer position, and will be taken on in addition to 
my regular church duties. As I do at church, my Legion duties include leading tributes 
for fallen comrades and helping co-ordinate visits to those comrades who have fallen 
ill and would like a visit. 
 
Unlike for church though, my work isn’t focused on church-goers alone. A chaplain’s 
role is to provide care, companionship and counsel to anyone in need, regardless of 
their religious background. That means, I hope all my comrades feel free to strike up a 
conversation, or request help whether they go to church or not. 
 
So, next time you run into me, please stop and say hi. Don’t be shy to contact me if 
you think I could be of help, and be patient as I learn the ropes. 
 
Thank you for asking me to be your chaplain. I am looking forward to it. 
 
Rev. Stephen Silverthorne+ 
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Highlights of Reports from your Executive Chairs for July* 
*Full reports can be found in the June 16, 2019 Meeting Minutes which are available behind the bar, in the 
branch 
 

Membership Report  
 
New members: O’Connell Robert Michael, Affiliate and James Seath-Smith, Affiliate  
  
Reinstatement: Lefebvre, Jamie, Ordinary   
  
Membership total: Life - 7    Affiliate -187  Associate - 203  Ordinary - 216  
 
Total Membership this month - 613    Total Membership last month - 611  
  
Dale Fisch, Membership Chair 
 
Entertainment/Hospitality Report 
 
Hospitality has done very well the last fiscal year with lots of interest in our meals and events. Our 
Fish & Chips & Steak Nights continue to be very popular.  
  
Meals for August:  
• Friday, August 2 Karaoke Night starting at 6 p.m. with Spaghetti at $10.00 a plate  
• Friday, August 9, 2019 Fish & Chips, Band: Ad Mare: John & Tonie  
• Friday, August 23, 2019 Steak & Onion, Band: Lauren Hall  
  
Angele Guy Entertainment/Hospitality Chair 
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Canada Day at the Barrhaven Legion and in our Community 
 

    
 

  
 

  
  

Our Colour Party walked on the colours at the Canada Day Celebration 
held at Clarke Field in Barrhaven 
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Position  
(Title/Name in bold denotes 
Executive Position and/or 

Executive Member) 

Chair Email Address 
Phone 

Number 

President Stéphane Guy rcl641president@hotmail.com (613) 797-7021 

Immediate Past President Bert Boehme nandaboehm@sympatico.ca (613) 825-4146 

1st Vice President  Ernie Hughes majorefhughes@rogers.com (613) 825-2496 

2nd Vice President Victor Chan cdoghous@istar.ca  (613) 825-8269 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy rcl641entertainment_hospitality@hotmail.com  (613) 797-7029 

Chairman Dave Cole dm58.cole@gmail.com  (613) 858-3845 

Treasurer Jim Duff rcl641.treas@hotmail.com  (613) 825-4086 

Secretary Lorna MacIsaac lornamacisaac@hotmail.com (613) 240-8517 

Sergeant at Arms Gerry Woodard gdwtranslation@rogers.com (613) 400-4545 

Chaplain Stephen Silverthorne fr.stephen@goodshepherdbarrhaven.ca (613) 823-8118 

Bar  Ernie Hughes majorefhughes@rogers.com (613) 825-2496 

Branch Service Officer Victor Chan cdoghous@istar.ca  (613) 825-8269 

Cadets Dave Sereda davidmsereda@gmail.com  (613) 218-7306 

Community Liaison  Gus Este jusgus.e@gmail.com  (613) 825-1168 

Constitution and Laws Dave Cole dm58.cole@gmail.com  (613) 858-3845 

Finance Officer Bert Boehme nandaboehm@sympatico.ca (613) 825-4146 

Grants and Assistance Martha Walsh martha@ckcufm.com  (613) 523-3798 

Honours and Awards Bert Boehme nandaboehm@sympatico.ca (613) 825-4146 

Hospital Visits Stephen Silverthorne fr.stephen@goodshepherdbarrhaven.ca (613) 823-8118 

Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy rcl641entertainment_hospitality@hotmail.com  (613) 797-7029 

Housing Tom Lamb wtomlamb@gmail.com  (613) 825-4957 

Leadership and 
Development 

Victor Chan cdoghous@istar.ca  (613) 825-8269 

Legion Seniors David Lee dang.lee39@yahoo.ca  (613) 440-4087 

Long Range Planning Ernie Hughes majorefhughes@rogers.com (613) 825-2496 

Membership Dale Fisch dalefisch@hotmail.com (613) 823-7337 

Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz edschelenz@rogers.com (613) 843-1088 

Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen ross4755@gmail.com  (613) 825-4108 

Public Relations (Website, 
Scrapbook, Newsletter) 

Debi Sereda debi.foxhill@gmail.com  (613) 355-7270 

Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs jackiefuchs@hotmail.com  (613) 496-0282 

Ways and Means Joe Guitard jguitard2011@hotmail.com  (613) 823-0528 

Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan lyle.brennan@gmail.com  (613) 297-0775 

General Meetings 
 

All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend our monthly General Meetings. These are 
held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of the month, except during the months of July and August, 

when we take a brief summer break.  
 

The next General Meeting is September 17, 2019.  
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Introducing our Bingo Volunteers 
 
Our involvement with the volunteer bingo operation has been on-going for the past five years. We 
have had a number of different volunteers – the photo below shows our current working group.   
 
During our five years of operation we have raised over $160,000 for our branch to distribute to 
veterans, youth groups, hospitals, charities and those in need in our community.  
 
Thank you to all our members who have volunteered over the years in this worthwhile endeavour: 
our current team, listed above, and those who have volunteered in the past: Maureen Wheeler, Ross 
Kerr, Ellie Schelenz, Joyce Barr, Janice Curling and Cathy Pearen (still a spare). Thank you to Jim 
Duff and Nancy Campbell for helping us out whenever asked. 
 
When you are approached by your Legion to help out, please say yes if you can. 
 
Ed Schelenz 
Past President 
Volunteers make it work.  

 
 

 
 
From left to right: Mike Harrietha, Caroline Boily, Don Phair, Monique Desmarais, Diane Craig, 
Daniel Desmarais and Ed Schelenz. 
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Membership Corner – Did You Know? 
 
Did you know that you can renew your membership online?  
Did you know by doing this you can update your personal contact information and sign up to 
automatically renew your membership online?  
Did you know you can sign up to automatically renew your membership online? 
 
It’s easy to set up your unique user profile and then manage your information. Here’s how: 
 
1. Click on the following link to go to the Royal Canadian Legion’s website 

https://portal.legion.ca/login – you will need to have your membership number handy 
2. Create your online member profile 
 
Once you have created your user profile, you will be able to: 
 
1. Update your personal contact information online 
2. Renew your membership online or sign up for auto renewal 
3. Check the status of your membership 
4. Find exclusive opportunities for Legion members 
 
I encourage all our members to update create your online profile and make sure you keep it updated. 
 
If you have any questions regarding your membership, please contact Member Services at  
1-855-330-3344 or membership@legion.ca. 
 
Branch 641 Information 
 
Our branch sends out emails to our membership on a regular basis. If you aren’t receiving these 
emails, it’s probably because your email address has changed and you haven’t notified us. Please 
let me know if you are having any problems.  
 
If you don’t want to receive emails from us, please let me know this too and we will remove you from 
our contact list. Be aware that if you unsubscribe from our mailing list, you will no longer receive 
emails from us and you will miss valuable information. 
 
Dale Fisch 
Membership Chair 
dalefisch@hotmail.com 
613-823-7337 
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Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
This month has been a hard one for me and 641 comrades as we bid farewell to our 
friend, Ray Desjardins. Ray’s hearty laugh, his sparkling eyes and his kind smile will  
be missed by all of us. Life will never be the same for us, for Rose, for Michelle and  
the rest of Ray’s family. Farewell friend. You are missed. You will always be missed. We will always 
remember you and all the good work you have done for us.  
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 


