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The President’s Message  
 

 

I hope that this email finds you healthy and in 
good spirits.  
 
I would like to update you on the latest 
developments regarding the branch. We were 
hoping to have a September General Meeting 
but unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions in 
Ottawa, and considering the current situation, it 
is impossible. The most important factor is the 

restriction of 50 people for any indoor gathering and maintaining social 
distancing. Furthermore, our bylaws prevent us from planning a 
meeting when members could be denied access and, therefore,  
prevented from participating, which is a real possibility considering the size of our membership. 
However, and until further notice, Dominion Command has authorized the executive committee to take 
all necessary decisions on behalf of the branch. Consequently, and to ensure everyone is aware of our 
progress, I will be sending a monthly update shortly after every executive committee meeting.  
  
Have a good day and please stay safe.  
  
Stephane Guy 
President RCL Branch 641 
613-797-7021 
rcl641president@hotmail.com 
 
Always do the right thing 
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The Mission of The Royal Canadian Legion 
 
Our mission is to serve Veterans, including serving military and RCMP members and their families, to 
promote Remembrance, and to serve our communities and our country. 
 
The Legion Serves All Veterans 
 
The Royal Canadian Legion was founded by Veterans and for Veterans. We advocate for the care and 
benefits for all who served Canada, regardless of when or where they served. The Legion also provides 
representation and assistance to Veterans, including currently serving Canadian Armed Forces and 
RCMP, and their families, and access to our services is available to them at no cost, whether or not 
they are Legion members. The Legion helps thousands of Veterans each year and makes significant 
positive changes in their lives.  
 
The Legion Exists So That Canada Never Forgets 
 
The Legion understands the importance of honouring past sacrifices and acknowledging the courage of 
those who served and still serve today. Through Remembrance Day ceremonies, the Poppy 
campaign, commemorative activities, youth education programs and more, the Legion helps Canadians 
to honour and remember. 
 
The Legion Serves Our Communities and Our Country 
 
Legion Branches are the cornerstone of communities across Canada, and provide one of the largest 
volunteer bases in the country. With 1,350 Branches from coast to coast to coast, our members provide 
local services and supports to build a stronger Canada. Whether helping local Veterans, supporting 
seniors, providing youth sports programs, raising funds, volunteering to help those in need, or simply 
offering a place to gather for fun and celebration, Legionnaires provide essential services in their 
communities. 

 

Debi Sereda 

by email at 

debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
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Branch 641 Executive Team 
 

Position  
(Title/Name in bold 

denotes Executive Position 
and/or Executive Member) 

Chair 

Position  
(Title/Name in bold 

denotes Executive Position 
and/or Executive Member) 

Chair 

President Stéphane Guy Grants and Assistance Kathy Johnston 

Immediate Past 
President 

Bert Boehme Honours and Awards Bert Boehme 

1st Vice President  Ernie Hughes Hospital Visits Stephen Silverthorne 

2nd Vice President Victor Chan Hospitality/Entertainment Angele Guy 

3rd Vice President Angele Guy Housing Tom Lamb 

Chairman Dave Cole 
Leadership and 
Development 

Victor Chan 

Treasurer Jim Duff Legion Seniors David St Amand 

Secretary Kathy Johnston Long Range Planning Ed Schelenz 

Sergeant at Arms Lyle Brennan Membership David St Amand 

Chaplain Stephen Silverthorne Poppy Campaign Ed Schelenz 

Bar  Victor Chan Poppy Trust Fund Ross Stephen 

Branch Service Officer David St Amand Public Relations (Website, Debi Sereda 

Cadets Dave Sereda Scrapbook, Bulletin)  

Community Liaison  Dave Sereda Sports/Track and Field Jackie Fuchs 

Constitution and Laws Dave Cole Ways and Means Joe Guitard 
Finance Officer Bert Boehme Youth Education/Bursary Lyle Brennan 

E-mail: rcl641@bellnet.ca 

September 2020 
 

  
 
 

 

CATCH THE ACE DRAW 
 

September 25, 2020 
 

Winner – Willie Klentz 
Won $45.00 
Card No. 4 

King of Diamonds 
 

Jackpot is now at $2,382 
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2020 Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Ceremony 

It is important to remember that the basic purpose of funds raised during the Poppy Campaign 
is to enable Branches of the Royal Canadian Legion to provide immediate assistance to ex-
servicemen and women in need. This includes providing food, shelter and medical attention for 
them or their families when necessary. Poppy funds also allow the Legion to “give back” to the 
local community in the form of bursaries to local schools, support of army and navy cadet 
corps, donations to local hospitals and other vital support programs. During the past year, 
Branch 641 donated funds to community organizations including the Ottawa Heart institute, 
Rideau Perley Veterans Health Centre, Queensway Carleton Hospital, three (Army, Navy and 
Air) Cadet Corps, Military Family Resource Centre, Operation: Leave the Streets Behind, 
Bursaries to local students as well as providing monetary prizes for poster and literary contests 
for youth attending local schools. 

The 2020 Poppy Campaign commences October 30 and ends on November 10. It is through 
the generosity of the community that branch 641 is able to provide this kind of support.  

Due to the continuing rise in COVID-19 cases, the executive committee has decided not risk 
the health of our volunteers and, therefore, we will not be distributing poppies in community 
stores, as we have in the past. Poppies will be available throughout stores in Barrhaven, and 
will be replenished by our trapline volunteers. We will also be trying out new electronic “Tap-to-
Pay” boxes which will be available in 12 stores. This is our plan at the time of writing this 
report – which is of course subject to change. 
  
We will have a reduced Remembrance Ceremony at John McCrae Secondary School on 
November 11. Missing this year will be the parade of military, cadets, scouts and other local 
groups. Instead, the Barrhaven Legion will host a Colour Party and we are hoping to live 
stream this on our Facebook page. Attendance at the ceremony will be extended to members 
of the Barrhaven Legion; members of the public who wish to attend will do so at their own risk. 
Masks will be required and social distancing will be maintained. Wreaths will be pre-
positioned at the memorial monument (instead of each wreath being placed at the memorial) 
and individuals and businesses that purchase wreaths will be announced at the ceremony and 
through various media.  
 
More information will follow.  

Have questions? Want to find out how you can help? Contact Comrade Ed Schelenz, Poppy 
Chair at edschelenz@rogers.com or 613-843-1088. 

Ed Schelenz  
Poppy Chair 
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A Month-Long Display and August Observances at Branch 
641 
By Comrade Victor W.S. Chan, LCdr(ret’d), CD, KStG 

 

August was a month of remembrances and observances at Branch 641.  As things started quietly when our 

branch reopened its doors on Friday, 17 July, our pool table, provided to Branch 641 through the generosity of 

one of our comrades, was not in use due to restrictions for personal distancing.  Instead of a game of pool, the 

table served as part of a month-long changing display for historically significant events in the month of August. 

There were two faces to the display – one side with ‘permanent’ panels and the other side that was transformed 

during the month to coincide with anniversary dates.   

 

The permanent side showed panels for events ranging from 1942 through to 2019.  There were panels on 

Canada’s entry into the Gulf War and the subsequent fires of Kuwait; the shutdown of Camp Julien near Kabul 

and the 19 August 2019 initial opening to the public of the Afghanistan Memorial at NDHQ(Carling) that saw a 

group of Br 641 members attend; the establishment of the Canadian Women’s Army Corps; the two days in 

August 1945 when the U.S. dropped the first atomic bombs and the devastating aftermath at Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki, and the unconditional surrender of Japan days later marking the end of WW2; the day three missiles 

were fired against a UN identified CF plane carrying passengers on a regular UN scheduled flight; the night 

barbed wire and concrete sections that became the Berlin Wall was put up, dividing a city and forcibly 

separating families for nearly three decades; the OKA crisis and the role the CF played when called upon by the 

Premier of Quebec; the tragic day of the Dieppe Raid in 1942; the day the Ontario government officially named a 

stretch of the 401 as The Highway of Heroes; and highlights on the Liberation of Hong Kong that tool place 75 

years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The non-permanent side had three transformations. It started with Canada’s observance of our National  

 

 

Display panels showing highlights of significant anniversary dates in August Part of the display for National Peacekeepers' Day, 9 August.  Members placed poppies 

around the display, kept active from 3 August to 12 August 2020 
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Berlin Wall Display, from the first erection of a barbed-wire Wall through the heart of 

Berlin overnight on 12-13 August 1961, through to its fall in November 1989, marking 

the beginning of the end of the Cold War  

Peacekeepers’ Day, and the history behind the choice of the 9 August date.  The display was up from early 

August until near mid-month.  It gave Branch members and visitors an opportunity to place poppies on the table 

as a symbol of honour, remembrance and respect for the people - CF, RCMP, constabulary, and civilians - who 

served as part of the many UN and other peacekeeping/peacemaking efforts that Canada has been involved in 

since the 1950s, including many of our own Branch members. I had planned to do a small tribute on the 9th and 

spending some time with veteran peacekeepers, but as fate would have it, I lost my footing at home and 

damaged more than my dignity when I fell.  The week-long show of poppies at the Branch Peacekeepers’ display 

was good to see.  As there was no national ceremony at the Peacekeepers’ Monument, Reconciliation, this year, 

the display and the sentiment behind it gave some of our members a place to gather and reminisce, knowing 

their efforts were acknowledged and appreciated.  The photo of one deceased Branch member, Captain Francis 

(Frank) Paul, is shown in the wall-mounted display of those who fell while on active service to Afghanistan. 

 

The next non-permanent display was on the rise and eventual fall of the Berlin Wall.  The Cold War that grew 

and fell with the Berlin Wall, and reunification of Berlin and East and West Germany had a global impact, 

including Canada.  There were a few amazing stories of escape from behind the Wall that were highlighted; 

Checkpoint Charlie, an historically relevant landmark that made its way into movies such as the action thriller 

Atomic Blond and the movie remake of TV’s Man From Uncle; and the story of the initial build and increasingly 

deadly reinforcement of a wall that surrounded the Western portion of a city engulfed within an Eastern bloc 

nation, as well as the physical and symbolic teardown of the Wall. 
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One of two panels showing a photo montage taken from Canada's 

peacekeeping efforts from the Suez Canal, the Middle East, Cyprus, 

Syria, Bosnia, Haiti, Rwanda, Afghanistan and, most recently, Mali 

19 August 2020 Dedication and Candle Lighting in honour of those who served at Dieppe - LED 

candle and poem (left); Comrade Victor Chan wearing his face covering for speech before 

observing a moment of silence (top right); photo of POW from Dieppe Raid shared by one of our 

Branch 641 members (right) 

Shortly after the non-permanent display on the Berlin Wall was put up, we 

observed another day of significance to Canada – that of the Raid on Dieppe 

and the deadly morning hours of 19 August 1942 that saw 4,963 Canadians 

conduct what was meant as a fact-gathering raid on Dieppe, France that 

resulted in 3,367 Canadian casualties, including 1,946 prisoners of war and 

916 killed.  One of our members shared a personal story when he and his wife 

brought in a photo display of his father’s time as a 

POW in German stalags before escaping 

during a death march, and another 

shared a poem in honour of those who 

served at Dieppe.  The day itself was 

commemorated with a brief speech 

and candle lighting followed 

by a moment of silence 

observed by those at 

Branch 641.  The lit LED candle as well as additional info leaflets were 

placed with the initial panel on the Dieppe Raid on the permanent side 

of the display. 

 

 

 

 

The final observance for the month of August was the Liberation of 

Hong Kong.  Members of the Royal Rifles and the Winnipeg Grenadiers 

were sent to reinforce the garrison of the British Crown colony of Hong 

Kong in late October 1941.  They were sent as garrison reinforcement 

and not as fully trained and experienced fighting troops.  A total of 1,975 

Canadian soldiers arrived in mid-November, joining the 14,000 strong 

Hong Kong defence force made up of troops from Britain, India, Singapore and Hong Kong.  On the morning of 8 

December 1941, just hours after the bombing of Pearl Harbour, Japanese forces overran Hong Kong, beginning a 

fierce and deadly battle that lasted 17-days until the British governor of Hong Kong surrendered on Christmas 

Day, 25 December 1941. What followed was nearly four years of brutal and inhumane treatment of the 

Prisoners of War, women and men alike, who suffered starvation, slave labour, primitive and infested living 

conditions, disease, and cruelty and abuse at the hands of their captors.  One Victoria Cross was awarded to a 

Canadian at the Battle of Hong Kong, Sergeant-Major John Robert Osborn of the Winnipeg Grenadiers; and the 

Dickin Medal, the animal’s Victoria Cross, awarded in 2000 to Sergeant Gander, the Newfoundland dog from 

Gander adopted by the Canadian Rifles who fought alongside his comrades before being killed by a grenade he 

was returning to the Japanese.  Two Canadian nursing sisters who arrived with the Canadian soldiers were part 

of a POW exchange in 1943.  One of our Branch 641 members left a small tribute to two cousins who fought 

with the Royal Rifles in Hong Kong.  Both were POWs.  One died in the Shamshuipo POW Camp in Kowloon 

during a diphtheria outbreak in October 1943 and the other was removed from the Kowloon camp in 1943 to a 

slave labour camp in Japan to work in a coal mine until being liberated on 22 September 1945.  The stories of 
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Display in honour of the 75th Anniversary of the 

Liberation of Hong Kong, 30 August 1945.  

Poppies, practicing safe distancing, were made 

available for placing around the display 

Newspaper clipping on liberated POWs being 

repatriated to Canada 

many of our Hong Kong veterans may be found on-line at the Hong Kong Veterans Commemorative Association 

website.  The names of all 961 members of the Royal Rifles of Canada, all 911 members of the Winnipeg 

Grenadiers and the 106 members of the Brigade Headquarters, including doctors, nurses, dentists and chaplains 

are etched into the Defence of Hong Kong Memorial Wall located at the corner of Sussex Drive and King Edward 

Avenue.  A commemorative plaque, one of only 51 across the whole of Canada and the only one in Ottawa, is 

hung beside our main display case located in the front end of Branch 641.  To honour those who served, a brief 

speech and moment of silence was observed on 30 August at Branch 641.  As we did for National Peacekeepers’ 

Day, poppies were made available to be placed around the display both before and for a few days after the 

Liberation of Hong Kong observance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was an honour to have worked on putting this month-long 

display together and to have RCL and Branch members share 

just a few of their stories and those of the people close to them.  I thank 

you all for your indulgence throughout the month of August as I took over 

the pool table, and for taking part in the various observances whether it 

was lighting candles at your homes or coming to Branch 641 to place a 

poppy in honour and remembrance of those who served, or are in the service of Canada.   Thank you. 

 

 

 

Commemorative plaque 

honouring the Defence of 

Hong Kong Veterans of 1941 

provided through the efforts 

of Comrades Dwayne Hordij 

and Jason Kelly.  The 

dedication ceremony at 

Branch 641 was held 7 

December 2018 

Defence of Hong Kong Memorial 

Wall, located at Sussex and King 

Edward 

All photos taken inside 

Branch 641 as part of the 

month-long display, 

courtesy of Laura G. 

Ozimek 
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14th Annual Golf Tournament Day – Friday, August 14 
 

Even though the “2020 golf tournament” couldn’t go ahead this year due to COVID-19, we 
were able to have a golf day at Cedarhill Golf and Country Club. Sixteen foursomes signed up 
to play golf. People were so happy to be able to see friends – even from a safe distance – that 
they hadn’t laid eyes on for months. 
 
Last year, this tournament raised $8,000 for our branch. While this year didn’t allow us to host 
the tournament and pursue our fundraising goal, we did receive a very generous donation. 
 
Many thanks to Nim Moussa Team for their very generous donation of $1,500 – $1,000 to the 
Barrhaven Legion and four, $125 cash prizes for men’s and women’s longest drive and closest 
to the pin contests. Pictured below, Naz and Nim Moussa of Nim Moussa Team presenting 
president Stephane Guy with the cheque for $1,000. 

 
Congratulations to the following 
players who won $125 each.  
 
For men’s and women’s longest 
drive – Michelle Guitard and 
KMAC.  
 
For men’s and women’s closest 
to the pin – Bryce Cooper and 
Claudette Clost.  
 
Let’s hope 2021 is a better year 
and we can once again gather 
for our Legion’s largest 
fundraiser. 
 
 

Thanks to Cedarhill Golf and Country Club for accommodating us.  
 
Thanks to everyone who came out and shared the Legion spirit.  
 
What a fantastic day. 
 
Dave Sereda 
Email: davidmsereda@gmail.com 
Cell: 613.218.7306 
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A Bit of Fun 

 

Bob and I were sitting in a 

kayak on Friday night and 

we were cold, so we lit a 

fire to keep warm, but it 

sank the kayak – proving 

once and for all that you 

can't have your kayak and 

heat it too. 
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Membership Update 
 
Comrades 
  
It’s time to renew your membership for 2021. You can do this at the bar or online at 
https://www.legion.ca/join-us/renewal. Many members have already registered and your 
stickers can be picked up from one of our bartenders. 
  
Branch 641 has a policy to pay the yearly dues for our Ordinary Members when they 
reach the age of 85. Stickers can be picked up at the bar. If you are unable to visit the 
branch, please reply to me via email with your full postal address and I will mail the 
sticker to you. 
  
Branch 641 appreciates your service and we are pleased to pay your yearly dues from 
this year forward. Please contact me if you are eligible or if you have any questions. 
  
David St Amand 
Membership Chair 
613 256 4005 
© 613 868 1631 
d.stamand@sympatico.ca 
 
 

 
Shop from Home 
 
Looking for a warm hoodie for fall, or an official Legion face mask? Shopping is quick 
and easy at the Poppy Store – just click here and browse away! Shipping is inexpensive 
or you can pick up your item at the store.  
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Please volunteer to join us on Saturday, October 3 at 10 a.m. for a couple of hours. Your reward will be 
the satisfaction of helping to keep the community clean as well as pizza will be served at the branch 
after. 
  
If you are available to help out, there is a sign-up sheet at the branch, or, if you prefer, you can email 
me at Nancys.rule@gmail.com  
  
Please note that the branch will maintain social distancing rules and our volunteer staff use protective 
gear to keep your visit safe. 
  
Nancy Rule 
 

 

 

Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
Our branch re-opened in July and I can’t say enough about all the work that went on behind  
the scenes to do this. Returning bartenders quickly learned the new steps and processes 
that had to be followed to keep themselves safe as well as our guests. Anyone entering the 
branch is asked to sanitize their hands, sign into the register, have their temperature taken and most 
importantly, wear a mask. Once seated, guests are welcome to remove their mask and maintain a safe 
distance from other guests not in their bubble. 
 
If you have returned to the branch since our reopening, thank you. If you haven’t yet returned, please know 
that it’s a safe and friendly place to be, as always.  
 
Over the next months, I will be introducing you to our dynamic teams of bartenders. Without them taking the 
big step to return, our doors would still be shut. Thank you to each of these awesome volunteers. 
 
Please drop into the branch and support our branch during these difficult times. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 
 

SOLD OUT 

Thank you! 


