
 

 

 

  
The ADVANCE                Page 1 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

           

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

Volume 12 
 

Issue # 28 
 

28/4/2017 

 

Comrades All: 
 
We just completed our April  
general meeting and had a great  
turnout for our elections. Thanks  
to everyone who attended.  
Congratulations to our next  
President, Bert Boehme, and to  
all those who were elected to the  
new executive. I know that Bert will be looking hard 
at what jobs to assign the new executive and I’m 
sure that if you are interested in working with the 
executive or in any other capacity, Bert will be 
pleased to talk to you. I wish Bert and his new 
executive a successful two years ahead. 
 
Five members of our executive and I attended the 
District G Convention which was held at the 
Colonel Russel Britton Branch 92, Gananoque, 
Ontario. Much business was discussed at the 
meeting and many reports presented. District 
elections were held and Dave Cormier was elected 
as District “G” Commander and our Past Zone 
Commander Joel Van Snick was elected 1st 
Deputy District Commander. When having 
discussions with comrades from other Branches, 
what stands out to me is that we have many 
concerns in common.  
 
 
 
 
     

The President Speaks Comrades all: 
 
We ended last year with a fantastic 
New Year’s Eve Party and started 
the New Year with the President’s 
Levee. Both events were well 
attended and were successful due to 
the hard work of our 2nd Vice Pres/ 
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One of the big concerns is getting our members to 
participate in our general meetings and getting 
them to run for office. To continue to be a vital and 
contributing organization in our community, we 
need our members to get involved in all aspects of 
our Branch.  If you have the time, come out and get 
involved, participate in the decisions being made. 
 
My thanks to all our volunteers and my apologies 
for missing the volunteer luncheon. I was informed 
that the event went well and that Darrell, our 2nd 
VP, passed on the thanks of the executive and 
myself. 
 
If you haven’t renewed your Membership, 
please do it now. 
 
Enjoy your Legion.  
 
Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President, RCL Barrhaven Br. 641 
 
Home: 613-843-1088  
Cell: 613-371-6634  
 
Volunteers & Teamwork  
Get it done! 
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Christ Is Risen – He Is Risen Indeed! 
 
I must admit that it has taken me longer to get back into the groove since my five-week vacation 
down South. I know that Spring will really arrived because that’s God’s plan, but He sure is making 
us wait for exactly when (obviously, He does have a sense of humour in the workings of His 
Creation)! 
 
As I write, Christians all around the world have just celebrated Easter. The event that heralds the 
breath of God’s unconditional love for us that He sent His Son to suffer the Cross to save the world 
from sin. It’s a solemn time but more importantly a wonderful celebration as our Lord defeats death 
(“Oh death where is thy sting?”)  His resurrection allows us as sinners to choose Eternal Life over 
eternal damnation through Grace alone. You can’t work your life or spend your life into Heaven, only 
by receiving Christ as your Saviour. Because it is by Grace alone that we are saved not by words, 
deeds or anything else. 

 
We have also remembered the 100th anniversary of the battle for Vimy Ridge with a simple but very 
meaningful ceremony at the Vimy Memorial Bridge. I was personally honoured to lead the prayer 
and especially to read the Vimy Prayer. As we promised our WWI Veterans many years ago, “We 
Will Remember Them” and their deeds on our behalf.  The generations must continue to carry the 
torch. 
  
As I’m sitting here writing, the sun has just come out and it stopped raining.  Let’s hope its a clear 
sign of what to expect from now on. God bless you all. 
 
 

 
 

 

REFLECTIONS –  

April 2017 

Ray Desjardins 
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Why Join the Legion? 
 
A few days ago, I was asked the following 
question by someone who had never set foot 
in a Legion. "If everyone is welcome in your 
Legion, why would anyone bother to become 
a member?” 
 
Well, people join the Legion for a variety of 
reasons. There are numerous social 
opportunities to enjoy, as well as a means of 
meeting others and making new friends. Some 
people are looking for ways to volunteer in the 
community, while others enjoy the safe and 
inviting environment that is available at most 
branches.   
 
However, the prime reason for joining a 
Legion is to support the work of the members 
who tirelessly promote the welfare of our 
veterans and their families. Our small branch 
in Barrhaven has already given approximately 

$100,000 this year in support of local groups, 
organizations and individuals in need. Multiply 
that number by 3,000 plus branches across 
the country, and it's easy to see that 
membership in a Legion can make a 
difference in your community. 
 
The Legion of today is unlike the Legion of 
yesterday. Gone are the days when old vets 
gathered to tell tales, drink beer and smoke 
cigarettes. The Legion of today is bright, 
vibrant, inviting – and smoke-free. At Branch 
641 Barrhaven, our members range in age 
from 20 to 95 and two-thirds have no military 
experience. 
 
So, drop by, have a look, enjoy a cold one and 
pick up an application. It could be the best $50 
you've ever spent. 

 
David St Amand 
Br641 Membership Chair 

 
 

 

 
 
Comrades  
 
We received a new order of Vimy hats  
and a few 150 Commemorative Medals.  
The Vimy hats are $14 plus tax and the  
150 Medal is $25 plus tax. Please see the 
 bartenders for more details.  
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The Results Are In! 
 
Our new executive team was elected at the April 2017 General Meeting 
and they take over the reigns on June 1, 2017. 
 
Welcome to  
 
President Bert Boehme 
Sergeant at Arms Serge Peters 
Chaplain Ray Desjardins 
1st VP Stephane Guy 
2nd VP Ernie Hughes 
3rd VP Tom Lamb 
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Treasurer Jim Duff 
Secretary  To be confirmed 
Executive  Bill Hillier  

Angele Guy 
Amanda Fuchs 

                 Jackie Fuchs 
                  Ross Stephen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And a big thank you to President Ed Schelenz and his executive (pictured 
below) for your hard work over the past two years. 
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Celebration of Vimy Bridge 
 
Members of the Barrhaven and Manotick Legions as well as local politicians and 
members of the community came out to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Vimy 
Ridge on Sunday, April 9. The celebration was held at Claudette Cain Park, near the 
Vimy Memorial Bridge. 
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Mr. Schelenz 
 
This is a little story that I owe you based on my $140 donation that I gave you around March 17. You 
took a picture of me giving you the money in the bar area of the Branch in front of the poster with all 
the Canadian military members we lost in Afghanistan. Sorry it took so long, but I have been away 
teaching on a course in Germany. 
 
WHAT GOES AROUND COMES AROUND 
 
Camp Julien was a Canadian camp established 
between the King's and Queen's Palace in northern 
Kabul, Afghanistan to house the majority of the 
Canadian contingent. Near Camp Julien, in Kabul 
itself, there was a female orphanage run by an 
Afghan expat who was based in Toronto. She was 
extremely dedicated and ensured that the 20 young 
Afghan girls, at any one time, ranging in age from 
two to 15 were always looked after to the best of her 
ability. Over the years of the Canadian military 
presence in Kabul, Canadian military personnel had 
taken this local orphanage under their wing. Every 
rotation of Canadian soldiers, sailors, aircrew and 
special forces personnel would contribute money 
from their own pockets to assist this wonderful lady 
in providing basic necessities for these orphans. 
 
By October 18, 2005 Canada had ceased its 
contribution to the Kabul Multi-National Brigade and started the movement of resources and material 
to Canada's new commitment to the Kandahar, Afghanistan region [sic]. On November 29, 2005, 
Canada officially handed over Camp Julien to Afghan authorities.  
 
I had the great fortune to participate in the Canadian military's last official visit to this orphanage with 
a padre and I believe an administrative officer. It was a pleasure to see firsthand the benefits of the 
donations by our military personnel including our last donation which was going to purchase better 
blankets for the orphans over the winter season. Other military colleagues and I were so touched by 
the experience, that we added some of our own funds to the contribution too. This short visit was 
definitely one of the highlights of my entire tour and reinforced the mantra, "think global, act local." 
 
A few months ago, I was relating this story to a London-based Afghan colleague of mine. He in turn 
was so touched by this story that he asked me to give a $100 US donation to the Royal Canadian 
Legion. He had worked with veterans and Legion members in London and as an Afghan he wanted 
to "pay it forward." That is the story behind the $140 Canadian donation that I gave to Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 641, Barrhaven. 
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Memorial Bricks 
 

If you would like to be a part of the past, present and the future of the 
Barrhaven Legion, purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be engraved 

with your name and it will be mounted on our Memorial Wall.  
 

Bricks are available in three denominations: 

 
Copper     $250 
Silver        $500 
Gold       $1,000 

 
Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great way to honour  

a family member. For more information, please contact: 
 

Ross Stephen -- ross4755@gmail.com   
 

or speak to one of our bartenders. 

 

 
 
 

Barrhaven Legion Memorial Wall 

 
If you would like to be a part of the past, 

present and the future of the Barrhaven Legion, 

purchase a Memorial Brick. Your brick will be 

engraved with your name and mounted on our 

Memorial Wall.  

 

Bricks are available in three denominations: 

 

Copper     $250 

Silver        $500 

Gold       $1,000 
 

Purchasing a Memorial Brick is also a great 

way to honour  

a family member. For more information, please 

contact: 

 

Ross Stephen  mr.stephen@sympatico.ca   

 

or speak to one of our bartenders. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ross4755@gmail.com
mailto:mr.stephen@sympatico.ca
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Branch/Veteran Service Officer Report 
By Comrade Victor W S Chan, CD, KStG 
Veteran Service/Branch Service Officer 
 

Since my February 2017 report to Branch 641, we have continued to help a total of 35 military and 
RCMP Veteran Members of Branch 641, along with 14 persons from outside the Barrhaven area 
who are not members of the Branch.  No names, no pack drill*. This past month has been quiet. 
 
Patricia Royle, the Provincial Service Officer (PSO), visited Branch 641 from 12:30 to 13:45 on 
February 22, 2017.  She met with three people and conducted a follow-up phone call with a fourth 
person. 
 
I received a request from Dominion Command informing the RCL Branches across Canada that a 
study will be conducted for our Veterans and military families on their health and well-being. This 
project is for the Canadian Institute for Military and Veteran Health Research. The Project Title: 
Qualitative Study On The Health And Well-Being Of Families Of CAF Veterans With Mental Health 
Problems - Request For Interview Participants. 
 
There are 10 Researchers from four Canadian Universities participating in this program and this 
study. CAF Veterans and their families are invited to participate in this research study.    
 
I have posted the information in both Canada’s official languages on the notice board, and included 
is a sheet with pull-tabs that has the co-ordinates on the contact information for those who wish to 
participate in this study. 
  
* The expression no names, no pack drill comes from the army. It conveys the idea that if nobody is named as 
being responsible for some error or offence, then nobody can be punished. It’s a warning, or a suggestion, 
that it would be best to keep quiet to avoid repercussions. 
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Executive Branch Officers 2015-2017 
 
Ed Schelenz President 613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 
Ernie Hughes Immediate Past President 613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 
Bert Boehme 1st Vice-President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Darrell Bartraw 2nd Vice-President 613-825-8886 ucanemaildbart@gmail.com 
Chris Fuchs  3rd Vice-President 613-496-0282  chrisfuch54@gmail.com 
Kathy Johnston Secretary 613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641@hotmail.com 
Ross Stephen  Sergeant at Arms  613 825-4106  ross4755@gmail.com 
David Lee Chairman 613-601-4087           dang.lee39@yahoo.ca 
Ray Desjardins   Chaplain/Hospital Visits 

Chairman 
613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 

    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2015-2017 
 

Victor Chan Veterans Service Officer 613-825-8269 
Sharon Wilson  Poppy Chairman 613-825-6279 
Debbie Conley   Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
David St Amand Membership Chairman   613-825-7310 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer 613-825-4118  
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
Tom Lamb    Housing 613-825-4957 
Jackie Fuchs   Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Stéphane Guy   Ways & Means Chairman   613-797-7021 
Chantale Brais Youth Education/Bursary    613-608-2438 
Gus Este   Community Liaison and Branch Historian   613-825-1168 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-825-0039 

 
 

 

Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  
 
General Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

 

 
General Meetings 

 
All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend the monthly 
General Meetings. These are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 
the month. The next meeting is May 20, 2017 and this meeting is 
also the last night for the current executive. Please come out and 

thank them for two years of volunteering, especially  
President Ed Schelenz. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:edschelenz@rogers.com
mailto:majorefhughes@rogers.com
mailto:ucanemaildbart@gmail.com
mailto:chrisfuch54@gmail.com
mailto:weasle1@rogers.com
mailto:rcl641@hotmail.com
mailto:ross4755@gmail.com
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War Stories – From those Who Were There 
A Letter from France 
 
Miranda Riley, daughter of member Ian Ridpath, very kindly shared a wonderful piece of their family 
history with us.  
 
Here is a link to a letter written to her grandfather by a friend, Frederick Hoffman Baptie, on July 10, 
1917. It’s an amazing story and really gives us a bird’s eye view of life in the trenches, in spite of the 
horrors going on around him.  
 
Comment from Dwayne Hordij, member of our Branch. “This is a great letter. The family might not 
know that this Veteran’s entire service file is available online. The archives have been digitizing all of 
the CEF service files and are about 2/3 done. His is one that is done.”  
 
To search for archived service files, click here. 

 
 
 

  

 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/seredadj/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/R7J0U35F/Here%20is%20a%20scan%20if%20a%20letter%20written%20to%20my%20dad%20in%20July%201917%20by%20an%20older%20school%20friend%20who%20served%20in%20WW1
http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.%20item/?op=pdf&app=CEF&id=B0415-%20S032
http://central.bac-lac.gc.ca/.item/?op=pdf&app=CEF&id=B0415-S032
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Players, sponsors, hole sponsors and prize donations are 
all welcome. Please contact Dave Sereda for more 
information – davidmsereda@gmail.com or 613-218-7306.  
 
 

 

mailto:davidmsereda@gmail.com
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Join us on Saturday, May 6 (rain date Sunday, May 7), as our Branch cleans our section of 
Fallowfield Road.  
 
Meet at the Branch at 11 a.m. Pizza lunch for all the volunteers!  

Looking for a Volunteer Opportunity? 
 
The Barrhaven Legion Hospitality crew is actively seeking volunteers to help with our weekly 
Friday night dinners.  
 
If you have some extra time on your hands and if you think you can help out once in a while, give 
us a shout and come out and give it a try! 
 
Darrell Bartraw 
Hospitality Chair 
613-825-8886 
ucanemaildbart@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
If you have never volunteered, you will never know the fulfillment and self- 
satisfaction gained from giving of your free time and expertise.  
 
When Ed Schelenz volunteered to run as president of our Branch he did so knowing 
the highs and lows of a two-year term that were ahead of him.  
 
Ed has attended most of our Friday-night dinners, celebrations, award presentations and many 
other events during his tenure. Ed has been a good listener and a great president. Thank you Ed. 
 
Debi Sereda 
debi.foxhill@gmail.com 

mailto:ucanemaildbart@gmail.com

