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Comrades All: 
  

The attendance at our  
October General Meeting  
was a full house,  
especially with the number  
of new Members who were  
enrolled. Our Membership  
chair, Dave St. Amand,  
informed us that we now have 593 
Members, which brings us close to our 
goal of 600. If you have a friend out 
there that you think will enjoy and help 
our Branch, please encourage them to 
join. 
 
Our Poppy Chair, Sharon Wilson, is 
doing a great job organizing our Poppy 
Campaign. She informed me that we 
still have a large number of shifts to fill 
at the various store locations throughout 
our area. The shifts are only three 
hours, and with a Membership of 593, 
we should have no problems filling 
these positions. So, if you haven’t 
already signed up for a shift, please 
take the time to come in and sign up 
for one. 
 
Our Remembrance Dinner is on 
Saturday, November 5. This event is 
free for Veterans, their spouses, 
caregivers, and widows/widowers of 
Veterans. For other Members, the cost  
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is $30 and $35 for non-Members. This 
event requires you to pick up your 
tickets at the branch prior to the event.  
 
Please take the time on November 11 to 
come out to our Remembrance Day 
ceremony which will be held at John 
McCrae Secondary School. Veterans 
and Legion Members are welcome to 
join us at the Branch after the 
ceremony. 
 
Enjoy your Legion.  
 
Keep volunteering. 
 
Ed Schelenz, CD 
President, RCL Barrhaven Br. 641 
 
Home: 613-843-1088  
Cell: 613-371-6634  
 
Volunteers & Teamwork  
Get it done! 
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Ray Desjardins 

 

REFLECTIONS 
 
October 2016 

What Will We Be 
Remembering? 
 
I am sitting here at my dining room table looking out at 
my magnificent Sugar Maple in all its splendor of gold 
and red – a truly wonderful example of God’s creation 
and a reminder of fall. 
 
It is time once again for the Poppy to remind us that 
this is when we begin services and activities of 
Remembrance. I think it is also the time we need to 
ask ourselves “who will we remember?” Some of you 
will be going back as far as WWI to remember fathers, 
mothers, grandfathers and grandmothers, uncles and 
aunts who served in the “War to end all wars,” others 
will be remembering WWII, Korea, Peacekeeping 
missions, the Gulf War and other deployments 
including Afghanistan and even those more recent. 
We have many to honour for their service and 
sacrifice. 
 
In our home, Rose and I will be remembering her 
father, a WWI Veteran, her two brothers, Stan and 
especially Frank her older brother who paid the 
supreme sacrifice on August 4, 1944 in the breakout 
from Caen. You will notice on occasion that Rose 
wears the Memorial Cross (Silver Cross) which her 
mother received as Rose is the last remaining of the 
Goodalls. For me it will be remembering my 14 aunts 
and uncles who served in WWII in all branches of the 
Service – Army, Navy and Air Force. Sadly the last 
remaining survivor of the group passed away this past 
Spring. All returned, one seriously wounded but 
everyone mentally scared by the things they had done 
and seen. 
  
The point I’m trying to make is that we all have 
someone to Remember, either someone we actually 
knew, or whose story has been passed down in our 
families. We need to ensure that these individuals live 
through us and our children and their children. Our 

generation has made a solemn promise to 
“Remember Them,” not just once a year but 
forever in our hearts and minds and through our 
service. Please get involved in the Poppy 
Campaign. Please attend the Remembrance 
Dinner and please attend a Remembrance Day 
Service in your community. Surely for this one day 
we do not need to play sports or shop – we can 
spend time remembering and thanking God for 
those who have served, including those who paid 
the supreme sacrifice. 
 
It’s time to think about all you have – your 
freedoms, your careers, your families – none of 
which would have been possible if the forces of 
evil had succeeded. Canada might have been a 
very different place to live had the enemy 
prevailed! Give thanks for you have been truly 
blessed. Don’t forget it is up to us to pass the 
stories on. I think especially of our recent 
immigrants from many countries who do not yet 
know our history or the significance of the Poppy. 
It is up to all of us to take the time and make the 
effort to ensure they understand and become part 
of our celebration of military service and sacrifice, 
and why Canada is here to welcome them and 
offer the opportunity for a good life and a chance 
for success. 
 
Finally I make this plea. Do not get so caught up 
in your own lives that you don’t have time to 
honour and respect those who by their actions 
gave you the opportunity to have the freedoms 
and life you enjoy. Valour Hall at Branch 641 
should remind you every time you enter it what we 
are in fact remembering. Play your part because 
you are able to do it. Give thanks. 
 
God Bless 
R.E. (Ray) Desjardins 
Chaplain 
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2016 Poppy Campaign and Remembrance Activities 
By Comrade Sharon Wilson, Poppy Chair 

 
The Poppy and Remembrance season is fast approaching.  
This year’s Poppy campaign will run for a total of 14 days,  
commencing on Friday, October 28 and ending on Thursday, November 10. 
 
As in past years, poppy distribution tables will be set up in five local stores: 
Walmart, Metro, Loblaw’s, Ross’ Independent and Sobeys. These tables will 
be manned by Legion Members, with some weekend support from our two 
Cadet corps. There are 248 store shifts to be covered by Legion Members. 
There are four shifts per store per day, each being three hours in duration. 
With a Membership of close to 600 and the flexibility in shift times, there 
should be no problem with having all shifts covered. If you haven’t already 
signed up for a shift, please drop by the Branch and volunteer for a 
three-hour shift. 
 
The Poppy Campaign Kick-off meeting was held at the Branch on 
Sunday, September 25 at 2 p.m. Fifty Members attended, including some of 
our newest Members. Store sign-up sheets have been posted at the Branch. 
You are encouraged to sign-up early so that all time slots are covered in a 
timely manner. 
 
Please remember your membership oath “…including active participation in 
the Poppy Campaign.” Supporting the Poppy Campaign means supporting 
Veterans in need and Veteran and local Community programs. 
 
Planning is on-going for a number of Remembrance activities. The annual 
Branch Remembrance dinner will be held on Saturday, November 5. The 
Barrhaven Remembrance Day ceremony will be held at John McCrae 
Secondary School, 103 Malvern Drive. Following the ceremony there will be 
receptions in Halls A and B at the Walter Baker Centre and at the Branch 
clubhouse. The Colour Party will conduct visits/ceremonies at our local 
retirement homes.  
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Support the Creation of the Canada-150 Medal to Celebrate 2017 
(Governor General's Medals of Honour) 
 
If you agree with the creation of a commemorative medal to mark the 150th anniversary of 
Confederation and want to support the action, please sign the petition and let your elected 
Members of Parliament know you care about our nation having a Canada-150 medal for 
2017. 
 
For more information, please click here. 
https://petitions.parl.gc.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-548 
 
 

Petition to the Government of Canada 

Whereas: 

• The 150th Anniversary of Confederation is approaching in 2017, providing an opportunity 

to recognize and honour significant contributions and achievements by Canadians; 

• Medals have been issued previously in 1867, 1927, 1967, and 1992 and awarded to 

deserving Canadians to commemorate Confederation and the 60th, 100th, and 125th 

anniversaries of Confederation; 

• The Government of Canada has indicated it does not intend to proceed with plans to 

issue a commemorative medal as part of the celebrations of the 150th Anniversary of 

Confederation; and 

• Issuing a commemorative medal to mark the 150th Anniversary of Confederation would 

recognize the significant contributions and service of Canadians to their country in 

accordance with an important and established Canadian tradition. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to issue a 

commemorative medal as part of the celebrations of the 150th Anniversary of Confederation. 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE      Page 5 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 

 
 
Day of Remembrance Wasn’t Always Held on November 11 
By Comrade Victor W.S. Chan, LCdr (ret’d), CD, KStG, Veterans Service Officer 
 
Remembrance Day takes place in Canada on November 11. It is a day of national 
commemoration for Canadians who have died in military service. While we recognize 
Remembrance Day on November 11, this was not always the case.  
 
An annual day of commemoration for Canada's war dead began a year after the First World 
War ended. With some 60,000 Canadians killed, our nation experienced a profound sense of 
loss. Isaac Pedlow, Member of Parliament (MP) for South Renfrew, introduced a motion in the 
House of Commons in April 1919 for an annual "Armistice Day" to be held on the second 
Monday of November. The term "armistice" means the end of hostilities in a conflict. It was 
commonly used to mean the final silencing of guns that ended WWI at 11 a.m. on November 
11, 1918. 
 
Members of Parliament agreed that there should be a special day to mark the Armistice, but 
were divided over the day on which it should be held. In support of the veterans' community, 
many reasoned that this should occur on the actual anniversary of the Armistice – November 
11. A special appeal sent by King George V to the Empire on November 6 urged that 
suspending ordinary activities and observing two minutes of silence at 11 a.m. on November 
11 should mark the year-old Armistice. Canada observed its first Armistice Day in this way.  
 
Canadians commemorated Armistice Day in the same way in 1920. However, MP H.M. 
Mowat, of Toronto, revived a proposal to the House of Commons for an annual Armistice Day 
to be held on the Monday of the week in which November 11 fell. Armistice Day was to be 
joined with Thanksgiving Day, which was then a floating holiday held at the government's 
discretion. Parliament eventually passed Mowat’s proposal in the form of the Armistice Day 
Act, in May 1921.  
 
While creating a single new holiday as a long weekend met the wishes of the business 
community, it was not popular with veterans or the public. While Thanksgiving is a day for 
celebrating "bountiful harvests" and normally includes activities of a festive nature, Armistice 
Day was a time of commemoration and reflection, characterized by solemn ceremonies at 
cenotaphs. Armistice Day and Thanksgiving remained linked for the next 10 years, being held 
on the Monday before November 11.  
 
The combined Thanksgiving and Armistice Day continued to be unpopular amongst Veterans 
and the public at large. The Canadian Legion at its founding convention in Winnipeg in 
November 1925 passed a resolution to hold Armistice Day only on November 11, and then 
led a campaign to have this enacted by Parliament. On March 18, 1931, A.W. Neil, MP for 
Comox-Alberni in British Columbia, introduced a motion in the House of Commons to have 
Armistice Day observed on November 11 and “on no other date.” At the same time, another  
MP, C.W. Dickie of Nanaimo, moved an amendment to change the name from “Armistice” to 
“Remembrance” Day to squarely place emphasis upon memory and the soldiers whose 



 
 

 

  
The ADVANCE      Page 6 

Royal Canadian Legion – Barrhaven Branch 641 
 

www. rcl641.ca 
 

 
 
 
 
 
deaths were being remembered rather than upon the political achievement of Armistice. 
Parliament adopted these resolutions, and Canada held its first “Remembrance Day” on 
Wednesday, November 11, 1931.  
 
Today, we recognize Remembrance Day as a way to honour those who died in the Boer War, 
the First and Second World Wars, the Korean War, Afghanistan, other conflicts, and in 
peacekeeping efforts. Remembrance Day ceremonies offer veterans the opportunity to 
remember and salute fallen comrades, and all Canadians an occasion to reflect upon 
sacrifices made and tragedies endured in our name.  
 

Top photo from the 2015 Remembrance Day Service and Wreath-laying at John McCrae Secondary School 
on Malvern Drive (Photography courtesy of Laura G. Ozimek) 

 
Bottom photos taken by Debi Sereda 
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Military Service Recognition Book  
 

Ontario Command publishes an annual Military Service  
Recognition Book to identify and recognize Veterans in  
Ontario who have either served or are still serving in our Canadian  
Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied Forces. All Comrades  
are invited to submit a story and photo of a Veteran. Everyone is  
welcome to submit a story, including Veterans, relatives or friends. 
 
You can deliver your histories and stories to the Barrhaven  
Legion. We accept them year-round. Please do not drop them  
off or mail them to the Provincial Command Office.  
 
This project not only produces an annual Military Service  
Recognition Book, the third edition of which is being distributed shortly, but it also raises funds 
through a telephone appeal to the general public and through advertising sales. 
 
Funds raised through the program will be utilized to support many important Legion initiatives that 
in turn will assist our Branches and our membership within Ontario Command. 
 
We invite you to share your story or the story of a loved one for the fourth edition of the Military 
Service Recognition Book through your Branch. 
 
http://www.on.legion.ca/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2017-msrb-fillable-
submission-form.pdf?sfvrsn=4 

 

In Memoriam  
 

Glenn Nelson 
 

The Executive of Branch 641 sends sincere condolences to the family of Comrade Glenn Nelson who 
passed away on October 21, 2016. 
 
Glenn Nelson was an Ordinary member of our Branch since 2012. He transferred to the Barrhaven 
Legion from Warkworth, Ontario. 
 
Glenn was a member in good standing. He was 78 years of age. 
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Executive Branch Officers 2015-2017 
 
Ed Schelenz President 613-843-1088 edschelenz@rogers.com 
Ernie Hughes Immediate Past President 613-825-2496 majorefhughes@rogers.com 
Bert Boehme 1st Vice-President 613-825-4146 nandaboehm@sympatico.ca 
Darrell Bartraw 2nd Vice-President 613-825-8886 ucanemaildbart@gmail.com 
Chris Fuchs  3rd Vice-President 613-496-0282  chrisfuch54@gmail.com 
Kathy Johnston Secretary 613-828-2314 weasle1@rogers.com 
Jim Duff Treasurer 613-825-4086  rcl641@hotmail.com 
Ross Stephen  Sergeant at Arms  613 825-4106  ross4755@gmail.com 
David Lee Chairman 613-601-4087  dang.lee@bell.net 
Ray Desjardins   Chaplain/Hospital Visits 

Chairman 
613-825-2318 rayd.641@sympatico.ca 

    

Other Members of the Executive Committee 2015-2017 
 

Victor Chan Veterans Service Officer 613-825-8269 
Sharon Wilson  Poppy Chairman 613-825-6279 
Debbie Conley   Grants and Assistance 613-823-1138 
David St Amand Membership Chairman   613-825-7310 
Debi Sereda Public Relations Officer 613-825-4118  
Bill Hillier Legion Seniors  613-422-8375 
Tom Lamb    Housing 613-825-4957 
Jackie Fuchs   Sports/Track and Field Chairman 613-496-0282 
Stéphane Guy   Ways & Means Chairman   613-797-7021 
Chantale Brais Youth Education/Bursary    613-608-2438 
Gus Este   Community Liaison and Branch Historian   613-825-1168 
Scott Helman Special Ambassador 613-825-0039 

 
 

 

Executive Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first Monday of each month.  
 
General Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.  
 

 

 
General Meetings 

 
All Members are welcome – and encouraged – to attend the monthly 
General Meetings. These are held at 7 p.m. on the third Tuesday of 

the month. The next meeting is November 15. 
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Barrhaven Legion’s “Service Centre” 
 
Did you know that many of our volunteers provide assistance to other Members? For 
example: 
 
• Kathy Johnston, Secretary, sends get well and condolence cards to Members and their 

families.  
• Lloyd Conley is available to drive Members to hospital or doctor’s appointments.  
• Ray Desjardins, Chaplain, provides Legion and funeral services, as well as hospital 

and/or home visits.  
• Ross Stephen, Sergeant at Arms, provides Colour Parties for Legion and community 

events. 
 

If you need assistance from any of these Members, please feel free to contact them. Their 
contact information is shown on pages 8 and 11 of this newsletter. 
 
If you would like to volunteer, please contact President Ed Schelenz at edschelenz@rogers.com.  
 

 
 
Cleaning the Capital 
By Nancy Campbell 
 
Saturday, October 15, was a bright and sunny day and 18 volunteers came out and cleaned up 
garbage on Fallowfield Road between Greenbank Road and Woodroffe Avenue. We managed 
to collect 25 bags of garbage that was taken to the dump by Bill Craig. After the collection, all 
our volunteers came back to the Legion for pizza. The morning was a success! 
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Welcome to Our Newest Members 
 
The following new Members were sworn-in at the October General Meeting on October 18, 
2016. Welcome to Stuart Mann, Allen Galachiuk, Gerald Joseph Provick, Susan Greenberg, 
Ronald Brian Shewchuk, John LaRiviere, Judy LaRiviere, Caroline Boily, Barbara Jean Laidlaw, 
Steve Davies, Alaa Daama, Garry K Donoghue, Allen Deering, Gale Deering, Gary 
Cunningham, Michael Terrance Quinn, Marcel William Lapensee, Patricia Ann Lapensee, 
Wayne Beazley. 
 

 

 
DRIVER AVAILABLE FOR 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a drive to appointments?  
Please call  

Comrade Lloyd Conley at 613-823-1138 
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Community Corner: What’s Going on in Barrhaven? 
 

2016 Christmas Hamper Program 
 
Barrhaven Food Cupboard – Neighbours Helping Neighbours 
The Christmas 2016 season is quickly approaching and before you know it, it 
will be here! For some, it’s a time of joy and family gatherings. For others, it 
can become a stressful time of the year as people struggle to put food on their 
table to have that special dinner. 
 
Operating out of the Barrhaven Food Cupboard, the Barrhaven Christmas 
Hamper Program is focused on alleviating some of that stress. It works to pair 
individuals, families, groups and organizations that can provide a Christmas 
hamper to a family that needs one. The goal is to help families in our 
community enjoy a holiday dinner! 
 
From November 1 to December 11, Barrhaven families who require assistance 
or sponsors who may be able to provide a hamper, can call the Barrhaven 
Food Cupboard Christmas Hamper Program at 613-828-2789. You will be 
asked to leave their name and contact information and a Christmas Hamper 
Program volunteer will call you back to confirm the details, usually within 
24hours. 
 
In 2015, our community helped more than 170 families in need throughout 
Barrhaven. As Christmas 2016 approaches, we are asking the generous 
people, organizations and businesses in our community to once again consider 
providing assistance to those in need.  
 
We and those we assist are  
grateful for your support. 
 
May the joys and blessings  
of Christmas and the Holiday  
Season visit you and yours  
long and often over the  
Holiday Season and throughout  
the year. 
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2016-2017 Legion Sports 
 
Sign-up sheets are at the Branch. 
 
Jackie Fuchs 
Sports/Track & Field 

 
 

 

Notes from the Editor 
Debi Sereda 
 
One of the most important days for the Royal Canadian Legion is quickly  
approaching. November 11 is the day when we all gather to remember and  
honour the sacrifices that our Veterans have made, and continue to make, on our behalf. 
 
If you haven’t signed up to a shift to distribute poppies, what are you waiting for? A three-hour 
shift is all that’s asked of Members. You will enjoy representing your Legion, knowing you have 
fulfilled your oath.  
 
 


